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of the foure-ſcore ſix PSALME, 


BY k 

M*. ARCHIBALD SKELDIE, 
The wicked in his pride doth perſecute the 

poore. Pſalme 10. verle 1. 
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and let us cut 
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Auguſt. in Pal. 39. 
> Perſequutio ive_ altone_ , five_ 4 dracone_ nun- 
quam ceſſat Eccleſia, magis vero metuenda eff 
quum fallit , quam quum ſevit. 
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* Ofthe moſt famous City of 
EDINBY R payt] 


SIRIOHN SMITH 
LORD PROVEST: 
ANDREW SIMSON, ROBERT 


ATCHISON, JOHN INGLISH. 
andGEORGE WALKER, Bailies. 


GEORGS V TIE Deane of Guild ,.and 
FOHN FAIRHOLMEC Theſanrer : 


And to the whole Councel of the lowriſhing 
Towne of Edinbergh : Grace here, 
and Glorie hereafter. 


? > Here i 4 timeto ſpeak, and 4 timeto keep 
ſilence,ſaith the wiſe Preacherzn the 3, 
of Eccleſiaſtes; the truth whero of rhoug h 
itbe acknowledged by all,yet the ineſſe 
of the time of both, u greatly ds 

by many: For there are ſome that think it atime to |þ eak, 

. » when they ought to keepe ſilence , and others thinke it 
4 time to be ſilent , whey they ſb ſhould peake, It is ſaid 
in Hiſtorie , that (a ) Acaticus the Phils oſopher, while be (a) Guevara 
feaſted with bis friends,being asked \ her fore he keped *: + 


primcope (4p, 


filence,when others did ſpeak.he anſwered, that it was no\ ,. 
leſſe deficil to know when to ſpeak; than to know how to 


q 2 ſpeake, 


A 


# #.T he Scripturetelleth us that Herod 4nd Pilate wil 
ave Chriſt to ſpeak, when he thinks it more expedient 
to keepe ſilence : and the Diſciples will have him to keepe 
ſlence, leaſt the Phariſees ſhould beoffendea, when hee 
thinks it better to ſpeak freely, that their faults may be 
reproved. The Greek Retorician admonifhed his friend 
(8) Dwe o- yy21l, (b)That he ſhould appoint to himſelf twotimes 
ns of ſpeaking,one of things whereof he himſelf had per- 
wnum de rebu: fe knowledge , and another of things which neceſſa- 
rbi plane ily ſhould be ſpoken, forin ſuch things ſpeach isber- 
cognitse, alte- _ © RD * . | 
row de 5x qua ET than ſilence, and in all other things it is better to 
meceſcarioſwnt He ſilent, than to ſpeake. t_ 4 | 
dreends >; Oneof the Romane writters relateth of a Senatour, 
praflar files Bloſins , (c) That none mould have thought him mic. 
—_— ked, if he had holden his peace , and any man would 
a 6 Geiwref have thought him wiſe,if be had ſpoken according to the 
. quam loqut neceſſitre of the time. | 
; | wane _ If then the fitteſt time to ſpeakebe, when the thines 
(c) ue blo. that are (poken are needfull to be ſpoken, thenit uc a fit 
ſow Felws time to ſpeak when great dauger # threatened and erie- 
Fail = Vous trouble apprehended: for by keeping ſilence great 
oſet, quis new Skaith and damage may be ſufnived , .aud by ſeaſon- 
er1am ſapien- able ſpeaking great profite and commoditie , may bee 
«1 £ Ahhh] reaped, and tymons remedie provided. This chieffy be- 
porws loquutw: longeth to- fathfull Paſtors, who watch far vhe ſonles 
or. Ferre: df peaple, for in the time of threatned perſecution they 
cap. 7, Jhould ſpeake to God by prayer , that his. people may 
be protetied , and they [bould ſpeake to the people by 
good inſiruttion, and ſound direftion, that they may 
. know how to carie themſelves inthe time of danger and 
.1 affliction , for: as king Iehoſaphat firſt. fervently 
| prayed to God, and-then comfortably: tuconraged the 
* People when they were threatened with boſtil invaſion: 
ol ' oo 


| 
> 
& 


$0 faithful Paftors muſt\not leoke ham their. ſheaking 
. puny. offend, on. ſilence may pleaſe the enemies of the 

Truth , and oppreſſors of. Gods peaple : But how much 

their Paſenane ſpeaking concerneth the honour of God, 

and the ſafetie of bis people , for whom they.muſt ſpeake 

to. God, by fervent prayer.,d) aud terwhansthey muſt (4) Perpcude 
ſpeake from God by the: Oracles' of his\Word. eAng 754 ture 
therefore ('moſ} mf and worthy Counge{laurs) 48 this conſul interi- 
is the prattice of all the faithful Paſtyrs in this land,to oem veritate 
ſpeake to their people of ſuch things a5 concerne theprer © 9 47 aa 
ſent ſtate, and condition of the land: I thee bt it Wis audirorew 
my part not to be deficient in ſo neceſiary 4 duetde,leſhr- ir mn * 
cially ſeeing by divine providence , I have occaſion to 19" 
preach itt the woſlt emipent Cite FR though uarorthicts 

preach inthe obſcureſt Corner of the Kingdome.. Beth. . 

knewne therefore te your" Lo. that the accafion.ofi the - 
preaching of this Sermon, ts thimihe; heardit ,aud © 

the pabliſhing of it , to ſuth as fball read it ,whereinT 

bave weakly deſcribed theervell pradtices of the proud 
perſecutars of Gods peaple y,#he accafion mberegf\1 fax, 

45. the late traukles that our Nation hath ſuftaiptehy 

the wiolentinuaſien of aur unnaturall Countrey-man, 

whoſe pride and ambitionhath ſo farre Biſcaried him, 

that he bath troubled the people of Ged ,cand lys ene 
Conntrey-men , with bloudycruelty , and horrible. oh 

preſſion. Itis well knomngb4t once bedjd take paxt.mith 

the people of God againſt their enemies, but new onts a- 

rie tothe eath which be ſwore 1 hisCouvenaut foe 1s com- 

bined agoinſt Gods people geith their apenenemies,gnd | _. 
{hepa h binm{clfennwindefull of the lovethat be #aght Lec comets 

ta bis Conmtrey, 1c) through whoſe. bawels he paſſeth porrie per 
witheoninualllaughter, Q quantumimututatus ab i)- pray hes 
lo he&ore- qui fuFrat , ſe powerfull is pride-andambi- 
"In | on, 

o 


tion, to-make 4 wonderfull thange,and alteration in the 

hearts of "men , from good to evil ,, and from evils 

worſe | nnti{ the 'extremitic thereof be huch, 44 rannot 

longer beſuſfered, but by divine] uftice , muſt needs bee 

_— And truly the cruell courſesof this Cateline, 

ber; areknowne to the world Sut-what his end ſhall be,zs be [þ 

krownevto God: one thing we 'know'ffom divine Trath, 

that the cryes of the Elet# ſhall ſpeedily be avenged. 

(O Oppreſii 410445 Auguſtine ſa;th(Ff) The oppreſhons ofthe poor 

peuperis wae- Callcth for Gods vegeance, it haſtneth' the death of 

digem v9. the opprefſor, and continually troubleth the ears of 
99x89 9g the Lord. _ 1 SEO 

centis acce- '* Now I have takenthe boldneſſe to dedicate this firſt 

ms core! fruit of my weak labours to your honourable proteFion 

per ra ra, fordivers reaſons, firſt becauſe there is nd Preacher that 

Auguft.cor can have-oreater or nearer relation v0 any people then t 

T6 Ferfun. have to you, being the ſonne df # Citizen" borne in your 

Citie,bredupinyonr Sthools of learning and by divine 

providence lbeſe 20. years imployed in the workof the 


Miniſtry 05 you:in how great weaknes « known to 
p, 


God\\und my ſelfe, but with what willingneſſe and rea- 
—_— it is known to you ( my" honourable Patrons 
and the reſt of my worthie Citizens. Secondly becauſe 
as God of his geodneſſe hath made this Citie the chiefeſt 
of this Nation; ſo bath he been pleaſed to ſurniſh you the 
preſent Aterftrars ,' «id Councellours with wit, and 
diſcretion , verine , and pietie , which the exigentie 
of this danyerons time requireth'in ſuch as are worthy 
of your places , andas the tree is known by the fruits, 
[0'\the eminencie of theſe (gifts ſhowerh foorth it ed in 
y0u, by the ſingulare' cate that ye bavero ſee the true 
Religion flouriſhity your Citie ,, to chariſh learning in 
all kinds of profeſſions of divine and humane ate” 
| an 
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and in 4 wordyont Citinnes ought tebethankfell 161 


, < 


for your fingulare diligence, in puniſhing o —_—_ or 
advancing of vertue, Seting as the Romane Oratcur 
conldſay, (g) No houſe or, common-wealth can tong (p gcc 4, 
continue , where, there.5. no reward appointed form nec ref- 
good workcs , or puniſhment for evil : And one of the ?*H{afare 
Latine Comicks conld ſay , (h)' That he did thinke a ver do 2 
Citie wet! onarded whole Citizens were indued with 774m exrene 
ood manners. | .wec ſup, 


Theſe then being the reaſons of the didication Fr nag - 


- ” 


this firſt birth of my weake labouts which bath comg 4 netura.de- 
to the view of the world,to your honourable protetti- (h) Opp —— 
on. 1 humbly implore your vemahle acceptance, for fiincole ſunt 


which 1 ſhall never ceaſe to pray to-God for the health *onemerati, 
of your perſons ,the profyering of your weightie affairs a, 
and the wellfare of your flouriſhing Citic. CAnd ſo me. Flew, 
fhall remaive |  * in.gerſd, 


Yqur Lo, humble ſervant jn 
Chriſt, to the uttermoſt . 
of my power, even 
untill death, 


Mb. Archibald Skeldie. 


I "IE..o" > k 
y =y o P HM” => 2 
: s AY. ” v 4 
. 


ee Yrs Irs” 
_ 


HERE FOLLOWETH T H'E SUMME 
Ot rhe putpotes which are: ket down inorder. 


Dow thay ave to be bindled | the afonibiingof" their enemies. 21 


roo me eXplagning of the | while we pray. or the Lords pre- 


Page 2 ſence againſt our enemies we muſt 
o things, . - . 34 


pre paſſe and wife | 5. Jookg ro 
br bildren of men, 3, the enemies of the Saings are cruel 
le yy prige bath three brat- 1 "in theed ref efts, © 

} Whenthe enemies of David frek3þ | 


te? $nd/ovite; 3 hore are Ive "_ 
+ \ manger, © Pad 38 
JC _ fiaxration of the crolny of 


ndercoreſirdpeyc _» 1 DO 140  vPeeiesacherh 85 4 1w8 
Promityarfecutors ariſe eraint oas | fol uſe.” 


40 
Saints for three reaſons, 17 We ſhould avoyd crweltie and fludie 
The Saints ge When ghey are | tompercy for fanre reaſons Ar 
F; 


threatne | OI _ NF fonls pray to God to be deliver- | 
may boldly *ed from onr cruel enemies _ pu 1 
reaſons. CEIE 0 veaſons, 0 
Thy Prophet ada CE] T he perſecutoys of the ſaints are ſaid l 
bling of hs enemies oy two rea- not toſet God before them in 4 k 
ſons; 940427. 2 bnWifhnt. Sbree-foldreſpelt, 47 i 
Concerning our wane « in God, di- | That a ( briſtian may ſet God before | 
Vers things are to beobſerved, 25 | himgq things are required, C1 


There is a twofold muſe to be remark- | To look to the will of God as the rule 
ed of the nſfemrbtenyofFavies rc -of our-attionsincludeth 2 things. 5 1 


memes. 2% | Therearethree reaſons whereſore a 


The Covenanters ſhould lay three Chriſtian ſhould alwayes ſet God 
things to heart, when they hear of | before him. 55 
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PSALME LXXXF 1, 
Perſe 14. 
0 God, the proud are riſen againft me , and the aſiem- 


blies of wiolent men have ſought after my ſoule; 
and have n0t ſet thee_ before them, | 


T3 , Ja. 
© [a 


He preſent condition ang Rate of this 
J& ourtime, letteth us ſee what need wee 

\ [We haverounderſtandthe meaning of theſe 
ab words,for our inſtxuction and comfort: 
a: > For as the Prophet David, when hee 
penned this Pſatme , was perſecuted by powerfull and 
malicious enemics , from whoſe rage and furie, hee 
prayeth to God for deliverance:So, we being threat- 
ned by the like hoſtile invaſion, have need to crave 
by humble ſupplication, the Lords gracious and fa- 


vourable protection. "2d 


This Palme is juſtly ſtyled, 4 Prayer of David, 
with every petition whereof, is joyned a moriye argu- 
ment, to move the Lord to hear his prayer,and grant . 
his requeſts, And becauſethe royall Prophet afterhis 
manner in the former verſes, hath becne mixing praiſe 
with prayer , he now ſubjoyneth two morive argu- 
ments, to move the Lord togrant him, both the peri. 
tions which he hath put upinthe former part,and is to 


' put up inthe latter part of this Pſalme. 


The firſt of thoſe arguments,is taken from the con- 
ſideration of the nature of his enemies, againſt whom 
he prayeth: And the ſecond ; fromthe conſideration 
of the Nature ot God, to whom he prayeth. 

A For 
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2 The cruell pratfices 

For amoneſt all things,betwixt which may be ſcene 
any kind of oppoſition, there cannot any two things be 
found more contrarie to other , than Davids perſecu. 
rours , and Davids Protetour. His perſecuters are 


cruell, proud, and godlefle Atheiſts, His Protector is 


* ſat. 86.15 2 * mercifull and pitifull God , ſlow to anger ,:4nd of 
great kindneſſe and truth : Which maketh Ferome to 

(a) Divinita-F1y (a) Thedivine Nature « gentle, and pitifull more 

ti natura Cle- b 

mens efxpia 1eadie to pardon , than revenge. And therefore the 

& magicadin Prophet comparing the gracious Nature of God, with 


du/gent14 > the wicked nature of his enemies, he more carneſtly 


quam ad ven- 


diflamprons. =: 15-99} and moreconfidently expeReth the Lords 


pry wag , helpe and protection againſt the matlitious rage of his 


mighty enemies. 

Fourethings Now that wee may enter upon the words: of the 

ledin the ex- 7&7 ſe> wherein the Prophet deſcribeth the nature of 

planingofthe his enemies, both in reſpe&t of their inward diſpoſtti- 

words, on, and outward converſation : There are: four things 
to be expondedinorder, together with the ules that 
ariſe from the conſideration of them,firſt, How theſe 
proud men are ſaid to ariſe againſt David; For this 
the Prophetuſeth as a motive argument to prevaile 
with God, ſeeing he knoweth that proud men are fo 
hatefull co God. Secondly , The enemics of David 
were nota few , buta great number , that are {aid to 
aſſemblethemſelves: and ſo the Prophet hath the more 
need of the helpe of God. Thirdly , The enemies of 
David were violent and cruell men, whoſe crueltic is 
mani felted inſeekine of his ſoule , To which in the nixt, 
verſeis opponed,thepitie andmercieof God,and {othis 
part of theargument is powerfull to obtaine the helpe 
ot God, Fourthly , The grofſe 4theiſme of the ene. 
mes of David, is expreſſed when hee ſaith, They ſer 

not 


not God be org them: No wonder therefore that God 


caſt them behiodehim,as afterwards ſhall bedeclared. 
In the handling of the firſt point, there are two 


i . « | Two forty 
things likewiſe confiderable,firſt, how the enemies of of pride por- 


David arecalled proud men. And what ſort of pride ig {fe and wiſ- 


cary the chil 


this wherewith they were poſſeſſed and miſcaried? Se. 5; a 


condly , What can bethe reaſon whereforethe proud 
enemics of David ariſe againſt him! Andall other 
proud perſecutorsagainſt the Saints. of God. 
As for the firſt, there are two ſorts of pride where- 
With a great many of the children of menare poſleſſed 
and miſcaricd. 
The firſt may be called aninward pride, becauſc 
though it be knowne to God, from whom * ng iniquity * Irem. 1617 
& hid, yetitis notknown tomen, except, * when the * Luke 26. 45 
mouth ſpeaketh of the abundance of the heart, for ſothe 
pu of the Phariſees was often maniteſted. But lo 
ong as it is not outwardly expreſlcd , it.is ng wonder 
though it be not known to others: ſceing it is hid from 
the mi that hath it,foreither he no more knaoweth that 
pride rulethin him,tha*72254h did know,that he was * 2 Chro. 6. 
leprous, beforc he was. violently taken from the altar 2* 
by the high prieſt ; Ox elſe, which is worſe , he is ſofar 
from thinking this prideto be vice, which is to bea- 
voided , that he imagineth it tobe a ſingular vertue, ,,, .,,;,.. 
which is to be cheriſhed:for this is one of themileries »-w 55reum 
. to whichſinfullmenare ſubjeRin this world, (a) That feve vireats 
they are deceived with wice,under the colour of vertue. —_ fone 
Now we muſt conſider that this inward pride hath -+: 
three branches, firſt, vvhen men thinketh either that The iawacd 
they have the gifts and graces that they havenot, or pride bath 
at leaſt, an a greater meaſure than indeed they have *: CIT 
them. * Hethat thinketh himſelfe ſoms-thing, while, 
A > hee . 


* lohn 7, 49 


(<) Nile pr 
ſumptro pernt- 
£10 ſir "#419 
fe propria 1s. 
rite aut ſu- 
extia ſuperb 
r7e. O ſuperb 
preſurnprio! 
Coieſmnprecthe beſtowine of them: 
ſa fuperbee ' 
Augu.uy ver 
brs Deans. 


hee is nothing , vs #kcerved : For as the etypric veſſels 
when they are touthed, ſounderh londeſt , and the 
barren trees lift their branches higheſt: So where there 
is leaſt worth , there is uſually a preareſt conceit and 
opinion of worth: Hence it is that often-ttmes men 
are puffed up with a conceitvf righteonſneſſe, though 
they be unrighteous , as our Saviour ſpeakerh ofthe 
Seyibes and Phariſees , They arewife 1nthetr own con. 
ceit whentheir remedile [ſt folly is-manifefted 16 others, 
according tothe Taying of Solomon , Hee that is wiſe 
# his owne conce#t , there s more hupe of a foole than 
of him, And in a word, they arc puffed vp with a con- 
ceit of knowledge above other men, while they are 
repleniſhed with groffe ignorance of things that are 
chiefly to be known, like the*® Phariſees that conmedyhe 
people curſed that knew'mot rhe Law: yer they themſelves 
underſtood notthe mearting of the Law: As vve may 
read in the 23.of 'Htdtrhews Gofpel, and therefore 
«th Ancient ſaid vyeHl;(c) No prefuniption © more hurt. 
- fall ;thay'to be pour our own yithreoufnes and know. 
ledge, 0 pros 0b 10 ! 'O preſumptnous pride! 
- 2. Menare inwardly proud , when ( though they 
- be'pifted above others ) they acknowledge'tiot their 
"Lifts to comefrom God, who oughtto'be praiſeUfor 
,'and ſerved in the uſe of 
them ; they finde the'fruit , but fee northe treefrom 
whence itfallerh, they fee the warer, but (perceive noc 
the Fountainefrom whence'it flowethz they 'fmde the 
gifts to be in themſclves. theretorethey think them to 
be of thernfelves , and from themſelves, for though 
they have nothing}but what they have reccived, they 
boaſt, as though they had'not received. This maketh 
them to aſcribe the praiſe of the giftsrothemſelves,and 
ro 


| Of the pron yerfecnters,. "7 Y 

to thinke they may uſe them art their pleafire: The 

* ſacrifice to their owne net, and barne Morenfs to rhei "WINES: 

ewne yarme. As the firſtpride was preſumprtuous, fo 

this pride is ſacrilegions , becaufe ir depriverh God of 

the praiſe and gloty that is due to his Majeſtic. And 

therefore Gregorie well obſerved, (4) That hee who (a) 24; bon« 

aſtribeth not to God the good things thut he hathrecei. —_— 

wed, fiehteth againfi the Lord with thoſe good things 3,34... 

that he hath ER the Lord. tra Deic pup - 
3- Men. are puffed up with inward pride, wfien, al- 7577: 0722. 

beit they acknowledge they have recerved gifts from 

God, and aredaily craving benefits athis hand; yer 

they arefilled with ſucha conceirand opinion of their 

owne nem 5 9 thinke they deſerve whatſo. 

everthey hayekeccived , they thinke the Lord no leffe 

oblidgedto them, than they are to him. The old Pha. 

riſees thought they could purchaſe heayen by their 

ownegood workes.* Good Maſter , what good thing * Luke 18.18 

hall 1 doe toiinherit eternall life, and fothey needed 

not to be ſaved by the merirs of another, whoby their 

owne merits could fave themſelves. The proud hy- 

pocrits are angrie whenthey are not regarded of the 

Lord, as they thought rhey ſhould have beene. * We *16y 58.3 

have afflitted our ſoules , and thow hath not ſcent it : 

greater pride than all this .is found in Pap:ſts. In the 

Opitionof their merits of Copernitie , Dignitie, and 

Condignitie, and inthe workes of Suprrerogation, not 

remembring what our Saviour harh injoyned his Di- 

ſciplesto ſay,*That wh? they havedone all they can do, 

they are unprofitable ſervants. For albeit the baſeſt man - 

in the world may ſometime,well deſerve at the hands 

of the greateſt, and the worfe manar the hands of the 

beſt; yet neither the greateſt, nor the beſt man in the 

A 3 world 


Penn The cruell pratfice; -* © 


vvorld can deſerve any good at the hand of God, 
*Lam- 3-22 * whoſe mercit it is that he i not conſumed,and a grea- 
ter mercy,thatby Chriſts merits he.is brought to ſal. 
ration : whoby his own merits procures nothing but 
endlefſe condemnation. Therefore it was well ac- 
(e) Vis mib; knowledged by Origen, (e) 1 haraly can bee aſſured 
ſuadee qued that there canbe any work that requireth reward of God 
poſit ullum 0- according to debt: Seeing even that, that we are able 
pr effe quod . f 
ex debito des t0 doe any good , or to thinke, or (Peake any good, | 
remunergtie We are inabled and furniſhed thereto by the nie God, | 
= _— Thus , much concerning the inward pride, vvhich | 
hec ipſa qued iS not here underſtood by the Prophet. 
agere alqmid TI now goe on toſpeak of the outwagd, which juſtT 
poſſmmns | | 1y 
velcogitare, May be 1o be called, not becaul; yo are mi{- 


vel prolequi, Caried With it, ſeeme to bee prou are not, as 


197% rag ſometime it talleth out in counterfeit humility, whea 
Cranaws. menſceme to bee humble, and are moſt proud : tor 


Origen imcap. there is greateſt pride in affected humility , vyhich 


_ em4- made Socrates (f, the Philophertoſay, That hee ſaw 
(f) Dicebar the pride of Antiſthenes through the hole of his Mantle. 
_— Au- Abſolomwas never prouderthan in his counterfeit 
, Pr/ihens, per boo | : 
ferampalg humility and courrefie to the people. And thepride 
ru videoin of Caligula was well obſerved, vvhen he would needs 
nam Erap {ervehis invited gueſts in proper perſon , vyhich did 
(bz. apopheg. not beſceme the majeſtic of a Prince, which maketh 
- d ) Glaruſs Bernard to cry out, (gþ That humility muſt needs be « 
re: bumitirss £lorions thing , wherewith pride it ſelfe ſeeketh to. bee 
9% ipſs quo- covered leaf if it ſhould be ſeene,jt (hould be deſpiſed, 
Ges - Fr Bur it is called an outward pride , becauſe though 
«pp<tir me v;- it be both bred and cheriſhed inthe heart, yet ircannor 
- 4609 5—g ſolurke, and containeit ſelte there, but now and then 
btontlir avs, it breakerh foorth in the lookes of the countenance, 


' words of the mouth, and workes of the hand: forhat | 
albeis | 


Ye. pang TR 
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ſaideft in thine heart , I will aſcend above the clouds, 


albeit in reſpeR of the inbiding of ir, it is inward and | 
known to God : yet in reſpec of the ont-breaking of 
it,it becometh outward, and is made manifeſt to alt 
people, Now this outward pride either breaketh out 
immediatly agaibſt God, to his diſhonour and offence, 
or elſe againſt meh, to their prejudice, by diſgrace, or pride break- 
Skaith,or hurt. Pride immediatly againſt God break- cth outagainft 
eth foorh foure manner of wayes : Firſt, by affeRing —— 
equality with God. Secondly, by ſeeking to be wor. wayes. 
ſhipped as God. Thirdly , by expreſſing a manifeſt - 
contempt of God. Fourthly , by opponing the will 
of man to the reveiled will of God. 
Firſt Iſay, When creatures affe&t equality with 
God, which is impofible tobe attained,ſeeing thereis 
no proportiorr betwixt the infinite Creator , and the 
finite creature: Betwixt the creature that hath a be- 
ginning, and may havean end , and God , which is 
without beginning , and can have no end. Ir is juſtly 
ſuppoſed, that this was the fin wherefore Sathan was 
throwne downe from heaven to hell , which made a 
learned Divine to ſay, (h) Pride was bred in heaven, (h) Superbia 
but being unmindfull what way it fell thence, it never 7 74's 
could returne thither. —_ ; 
And truly that may bee well applyed to Sathan, 9». v4 5z«e 
whichin another ſenſe is applied to the king of Baby. — _ 
lon, * How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lutifer ! As porwit. 


[onof tbe morning , and cut down to the ground Thou Huge 1b, de 


anime. 
* Iay 1.45 12>: 


and ] will belike the moſt High. 13, 14. 
This venome of pride did the old Serpent ſpew in 
our firſt parents, who would needs be like God, and 
aſpyringto a perfeion whereof they were not capa- 
ble, they loſed that perfeAtion, whercot God _ —- 
ma 
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T he erpelt prochicet = 

made them capable, as the ative proverbe fayerh, 
| (i) The Came which ſeeking to have hornes , aid loſſe, 

(7) Camel®? bis cares. | 5% 
"ens awiffe 2 Whencreatures ſecketh to themſelves the worſhip 
«vres. Eraſm- that is due to. Gad:Satanthat was puniſhed for his fir(t 
Ry. pride, bath wonderfully been exerciſed inthe praRice 
* ludges 9. $ of this ſecond:for as* Abimelech uſurped the Kin þ 
* Repel, 19.tQ which being offcred,was refuſed by Geaian:S0,t ugh 
Rerde be ® the good angels * juſtly refuſed worſhip,whenir is of- 
fered , the wicked ſpirits doe craveit, though it be nor 
offered: For inſo.doing, they thinke they greatly in- 
jure the Majeſty of Gad, with whomir was impol. 
* 1 Cor. 10, ſible t9 becquall, * The Apaſile telleth us, That the 
wu ſervice that was dane to the idots of the Gentiles , was 
dowe to devils. And no wonder that Sathan fſceke ro 
bee worſhipped of mortall men , whenhee, durſt bee 
+ Marth. 4. 10 malapert as to: crave warſhip of Chriſt,* for which 

+9 pert'a> | 

he promiſed him. the kingdomes of the world. Sathan 
likewiſethattempted our firſt parentsto affect equa- 
lity with God, hath taught ſome of their poſterity to 
ſecke tobe worſhipped as God. Hiſtorie telleth us 
of ſome Kings. and Emperours,that being unmindfull 
of their mortality , and humanefrailty, neicher con- 
_— thatthey were but pieces of living clay, and 
as crawling wormes inthe ſight of their Maker, who 
thongh they were lifted above many men,yet werenot 
* Pal. $2, 7 Exalted above humanity, * but behowed to die like men, 
and fall like:the Princes. Yetl ſay, They durſt be ſo 
 ſhameles & arrogant,astocrave to be worthipped,cven 
while they yetlived: which was done to Alexander 
_ thegrear, and Caligula the Emperour. Others agine 
were not deſirous. of this honour ,till after their death, 
which was givento the Romane Emperours after the 
civill 
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Of rhe prone Pirfetaters; hy 
civill wats (4) betwixt Czſar and Pompei. Others (& Jene?o: 
againe ,' though they did nor crave this honour, yet cian! cv-lre 
refuſed it not, whienitwas offered , as the Scripture 77" £n64%: 
tellech us of Herod Agripa, of whoſe ohne a 
we readinthe 12. of the Ads of the Jpoſes, for he 
was not like Pant and Barnabas, who though they 
did miracles, would not bee counted gods, and 
though he was trained up. in the /ewiſþ religion , he 
was not ſo well mannered as Agefilaws the _ 
tane king , of whom itis ſaid, That when the Embaſa- 
dours of Pais in the name of their Senat , offered 
according to their manner, to make hima god: he asked 


them by way of jeſt,” if any of them could make them- 


ſelves gods , for thry that could not deifie themſelves , 


could much leſſe deifie another. 

3. Men are proud againſt God, when being igno- 
rant of the excellency of God, and the greatnefle of 
his power: they expreſſe their contempt of God, by 
queſtioning his power, and charging him. with weak--. / 
neſle , as though they were able to hinder him to 
doe what hewilleth ; and he were notable to hinder 
chem to doe what they will. The Syrians blaſphe- 
mouſly ſaid, * That though the God of ie prevailed *1 Kings 20. 
in the mountaines, he could not in the valleyes. And © *? 
Senacherib would have Ezekias to know ,* That his «1c, .&,, 
God in whom hetruſted , was not able to deliver him ; 
out of his hands. 
This pride proceedeth of ignorance,for if thofe proud 
men did know the Lord,as he is revciled to his Saints, 
of whom itis ſaid, * That the Lord is knownin Inaah, « pry, 5. ,. 
and. his Name is great in Iſrael, then they would ac- 
knowledge the Lordro be Almighty: * With who * Iaiabys.t s 
nothing is impojſible,to whom nothing ts difficill, * See- * pal. 36.1, 

B | 12g 


| rag 
ing he can doe exceeding abundantly , 


ave all that 

| it 1 Auguſtine ſaith, 
thinke. Thence is that A#; 

) ow enim " - hl other reaſon,is called A Imight) ; _ => 

pores ag ry : he can doe what ever hee willeth, and. m1 

tur ommpe 


ne no fo ons Coners expreſe their pride agar 
wid wult po- Hon ir wicked WH.,10 
Teſco; God,whc chey opponnnee they know what God wil- 
rudy will of Goo 10 pr areſo addiaed to. pleaſe rhem- 
fas Avg (&b. leth them tO = will doe nothin to pleaſe the Lord, 
21 de cavitare ſelves, that tNcy c fon of dilo dience and rebell- 
des. Cap. 7* but make open pro 0 6 wicked Sbareeb . that ſaid, 
_ herd neither would betet his people 
* He knew wm e c %eth Gregorie (1) When all 
' eo. Of this pride , *Þ* > ily opponteth it ſelf to 
(wm) Cum om. | th from God, pride onty opp | 
— — vices] is more clearly expreſſed by Auguſtine, 
foe eDe | God, ey ws ride is acertaine pre __ when 
opponit- Greg. when he 1ait Th + when a m4n wit hout the feare of God, 
® eee py; + agen arts: s. which he knoweth to be contrar 
ig hs! wm Dill wn of to wit, to commit fin, for priae 
preſumptio 0 __ | ; p 
Noel as. « on gen ning of SHR the outward pride , which 
"Saget __ cy breaketh..out againſt God. ar ut 
imore des j&- - C 
crreoguſer ſpeake of it, aS1t breaketh out tothe Prejuoie 


. eds here be taken, 


Creatorem 613,01 men, m which 7 Nefled with ſelfe love 5 
care,uarm hen men: whoſe hearts are. PoIreer: f their owne 

- b;, ef wo h a concen and opinion OT ICI 

ſuperbis of _ 04 filled wit 

an1tinm 0mns 


£1 v thinke all 
cati. Aug. incomparable worth : whereby either they thit "- 
ie levnem, Others to be theit inferiors , Or w__ oh 
be thcir inferiors 4 one to be t = q _ — 
Icfle their ſuperior3» When mens Ws orcas 

diſpoſed, ſtrive 25 they finde occaſion to PC 


k 
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| | catevs, FY 
intheir owne conceit and opinion, thatis , that accor- 
ding to their power they may make all others their 

inferiors : This outward pride breaketh our againſt 

men, foure manner of wayes. NOR EPR 

Firſt, By unequall eſtimatingof injuries, vvhich ci- men breaketh 

ther they doe toothers, or ſuffer of others. Secondly, outfourcman- 
By exalting themſelves above others that- are wor- *%* 5476 
thier than themſelves. Thirdly , By cruell oppreſſion 

of others, either by fraud or violence. Fourthly , By 

their diſdainfull carriage rowards others , ro vvhom 

they, refuſed to doe theſe duties, which they arc 

bound to performe. 

Firſt I ſay, jna moſt unequall eſtimating of wrongs 

and injuries,thatthey doto others, & ſutfer of others, 
whatever be thenature of the wrong wherewith they 

injure others, they count ir ſo light, that they thinke 

there is no cauſe of complaining : and ſay , That they 

need make little reparation, or none at all : but when 

they are any way injured of others, whither the injuric 

be reall,or ſuppoſed,they cannot finde ſufficient words 

to agredge the greatneſle of it,they complain without 

meaſure of thegrievouſneſſe of it, and are ſo defirous 
to be avenged of it, that not aſimple, but a feventold 
reparation muſt ſatisfie their vindictive humour , and 

cruell affefion , vvith boaſting Lawechinthe fourth 

of Geneſis. All the wrongs that proud mendo, intheir 

account, are but motes, and feathers , but what they 

luffer, are talents of leed, and greater than mountaines, (0) ide xe «l- 
They havenort learned of the heathen Philoſopher , to ie! [4615s 
{peake to themſelves by the light of nature, (0) See | or wir 
thou doe not to another, what thou thy ſelfe would not animum de 
ſuffer , and meaſure another mans minde according to "9 metiarts 
thineowne minac. * carm.P ytodg. 
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Secondly, This pride breaketh out,when the haugh. 
ty ſpirits of unwarthie men-{ctteth them'forward by {| 

unlawtull meanes-,'toexalt themſelves above others, 
- which are every way better , and more worthy than 
+ atoh.y, Chemſelves , like * Diotriphes , Which would have 
\ * ludges9.9. the preheminence , $0.* Abimelech delt ſubtilly with 
* 25alh. 20.1 ;he Shechemites , that he might 'rule over them. And 
Sheba * taking occaſion of the divifion of the people , 
cauſed a trumpet to be blowne : that he might be fol. 
lowed. Thoſe haughty proud ſpirits never looke what 
they deſerve, but what they deſire, neither to the 
hability of gifts, wherewith God hath turniſhed them, 
but to the capacity, which they concervein their own 
imagination: they reſt not content with the lot which 
(p) C# placer Providence hath diſpoſed, (d) But are ſo well pleaſed 


elterins, ſus with the lot of their neighbours , that they are alwayes 


odre ſors,  Aiſcontent with their owne. | 
Horat.Eyif., Which letteth them never ceaſe from aſpyring- to 


74.6. 1. 


cminency of place and dignity above others, whnercof, 
for the moſt part, they arc altogether unworthy. Like 
the Spiders that cen tothe roofe of the houſe, and 
lies faſh men by fleeing abour. their faces : when 
the hony Bees byde in their skeps , and about their 
flowers, untill men injoy the fruit of their labour : and 
» Judges 9.15 like the * Bramble accepting the kinzdome , which was 
refuſed by the fruitfull trees. So, perſons that are un- 

worthy of place and preferment , are moſt deſirous of 
honour and prefermenit; and to this purpoſe ingyre 
themſclves inthe favour of men ; that by their meaneP 
they may fatisfie their pride in the attaining of their 

. defired honour : Whereas modeſt and worthy Chriſti- 
ans, doe patiently waitupon the calling of divine Pro- 
vidence , ro whatſoeve place and ſtation Gods wiſe- 
dome 


Om Ofthe proud per ſecuters. ry 
dome hath appointed to bring them. This. degree of 
priderhen-is ſomuch the more conſiderable, becauſe 
it may daily be obſerved in all rankes and conditions 
of men whatſoever. - : 
Thirdly, Mans pridebreaketh foorth by unjuſt and 

cruel! oppreflion of innocent and peaceable men,whi- 'F 
ther by ſecret fraud;or open violence:For when invie & | 
ambition concurre inthe hearts of proud men, as they 

cannot with patience inJure the preferment of ſuch 

whom they thinke unworthier than themſelves : So 

they cannot reſt content. unleſle they poſſefle the places 

of others, thatare in greater honour than themſelves: 

albeit they may know them to be more worthy: And 

becauſe, they cannot winne to this defired exaltati- 

on, without the prejudice and hurt of others,they care 

not to climbeto the top of preferment by other mens 

ruine and fall,for as king * Sas! told 7onathan his ſon, *' Sam+20.31 
That he ſhould not reign,if David lived. Soproud men 

aſſure themſelves, thatthey cannot riſe, unleſle, others 

fall: nor live, unleſſe others die, nor proſper , excepr 
theyperiſh;: vvhich maketh ambitious men neither to 

care what vvords they ſpeake , nor vyorks thry doe,to 1 ,4;.;.. 
further their ambitious deſignes , while they purpoſe ſo-nox curar 
to beare rule, and notto be ruled, tocommand, and ?”' an." 
not to be ſubjet. Hence it was well obſerved by a prafomir eſs 
learned man (4q) He that «© ambitions, is n0t carefull meliorem quis 
to profite others , but thinketh it his glory to be above 7" ſe fie: 
others , he preſumeth that he is better , when he cov dia loquitur 
Bimſelfe ſuperiour, he ſpeaketh great things , he think- ſ«blimia cogi- 
ch high things , he cannot endureto bee ſubjet?, he CS 
deviſeth how to be exalted. molitur. Inno - 

For wherethis ambitious pride prevaileth in the 27,0 5 
hearrs of mcn, it will cafily breake all bonds aſfunder ;,,,v cop. 
| B 3 what. 


whatſomever, that poſſible might ſeeme to reſtraine 

ir,proud Abſolom breaketh the very bonds of Nature, 

to compaſle his ambitious deſigne: he firſt, infinuaterh 

that his father is careleſſe of the well-fare of the 

people, and then he conſpireth the death of his father 

with a great number of the people. Civill bonds 

hath likewiſe beene uncivily broken, for ſubjeRs have 

* King 415 riſen againſt their princes, and ſo * Hazel killed his 
maſter to reigne in his ſtcade : others likewiſe by 

pride and ambition have been open enemies to their 

- countrie, which nature teachetha man to love, as Sene. 

(r) Parriam' ca ſayeth, (r) Not becanſe it is great, but becauſe it 


qu:[7q; amat By - 
iamag #Þ15 own. 


ns, ſedquia Andyet thoſe ambitious men have greatly trou- 

- __ Ep. bled the peace of their countrie for no other reaſon, 

OY but becauſe they did ſee others preferred to them- 
ſelves, which God made more reſpeed, and berter 
beloved than them; whom therefore they did hate ſo 
deadly that inſccking their ruine and deſtrution,they 
were the Authors of great calamity that befcll their 
country and Nation. 

But thenit is worthily to be remarked that ſuch 
unnaturall enemies of their countric have not eſcaped 
the hand of Divine Juſtice, but have beene plagued 
with viſible judgements in the fight of the world, for 
either they have periſhed with ſudden and violent ©! 
death , or by impriſonment ,- or baniſhment ( a juſt 
reward of their treacherie , and barbarous enimitie) 
or they havebeene ſo far from attaining their ambiS 
tious deſignes and projects, that while they ſought 
for honour and gloric,” they have incurred ſhame 
and ignominic, and while they promiſed to them- 

{lves wealth andriches , they were plagued with 


poyerty 


, 
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Freie Wrond ver Reads, mm 
povertie, and finiſhed their wretched lives in con- © We» 


parva tempo- 


temptand miſcrie, that in them it may be obſerved ;cinrervalis 
(s) That as in 4' ſmall ſpace of time they have beene ad- r= tug 
vanced to the hight of honour, ina ſhort time likewiſe Celſo faſtigns 


| # mY © Collocant, og 
they have beene redatted to. extreamecalamitie and mi. coſdem rurſus 


ſerie. Many ſuch examples we 'inay reade both in << **/romam 


the Greekeand Romane hiſtoric; 'in the Turks and ps, 196 


Jewiſh hiſtorie,ſome likewiſe in the Chronicles of our redigene. 7/4 
ncighbour Nation, and moe in the Chronicles © Pa for = 
our owne Nation, where we may reade of ſome mif- * 
contented, and ambitious Noble-men, that were men 

of greater power and wealth within this Kingdome, 

than many of our Noble-men, that by pride and am- 

bition, are become enemies to theirNation;for to the * Pal, 52. - 
latter ſort can hardly be applyed; what D avid ſpake of 

Doee, when he ſaid, * This i the man that truſted in 


the abundance of his riches, For I vetily think that the 
- wantofthis , maketh ſome of them ſo wilfull as they 


are. But-thoſe Noble-men of whom our hiſtory ſpea- 

eth , though once they were men, of great wealth, 
power,and honour,by reaſon of their Linage and Kin- 

red, yetſo ſoonas by raiſing of a ſeditious faction with- 

in the Countrie, or-by joyning with theneighbouring 

cnemics oft of the countrie , they becametroublers of 

the peace of their countric, they did neverafrerwards 

thrive nor proſper, their wealth was impoveriſhed, 

their perſons were plagued,theirhouſes wereruinated, 

their honour laid inthe duſt, and their poſteriry ſoex- 
tirpate,thattheir memory is periſhed. For ſince Nature jy puke 
hath taught man,to love his countrie better thi his life, 4cr»we# 
and tocount it(t)a ſweet andtomely thing todie for his?*r,01 


countrie:winch madethenoble Athenian Themiſtocles, mimucin [en 


though he was unthankfully required for his gy Fenfur, 
Qnc 


* 1.Sam, 25. 
10, 


a 
done to his countrie,& honourably intertained by the 


* Iudges 2, 6. 
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Perſian king.the cnemie of his countrie, yet he chooſed 
rather to die , than to further king Xerxes inacourſe 


| that tended to the ruine of his countrie, Vponthe other 


part,l ſay naturereacherh a man tobe ly grieved 


| 1this countrie ſhall be troubled by others, and more 
| to deteſt and abhor that hee ſhould bee the rroubler 


thereof himſelf,ſeeing all ſuch unnaturall monſters are 
deteſtablcin the ſight of God: who as they: procure 
the juſt curſe and hatred of their people: ſo they eſ- 
cape not the avenging hand of the righteous God, by 
whom their ambitious defignes are diſſapointed,their 
honours turned unto ſhame, and while they ently 
deſire the wealth of others,they loſt that which peace. 
able they might have injoyed themſelves. 

4 This outward pride breaketh forth, when albe. 
it men that are proude , neither ſeeke ſuperioritie a- 
bove others, neither affe& equality with their ſupe- 
riors , yetthey carie themſelves diſdainfully towards 
ſuch as they thinke their inferiors , and refuſe to doe 
the duties that they are bound ro performe to their 
inferiors by Charitte, totheir equals by civilitic and 
humanity,andto their ſuperiors by loayltie. This kind 
of pride is moſt uſually accompanied wit froward- 
neſſe and contumacy,with wilfulneſſe and obſtinacie, 
ſuch proud men uſually are more wilfull, than wiſe, 
and leane more to their owne wit, thanto the coun- 
{cl of God and men, that might proove more profita. 
ble both to ther and to others. 

It was this pride that moved churliſh * Nabaltoan- 
ſwerethe ſervants of David ſo churliſhly , and that 
made the Elders of Swccoth and Penuel * to refuſe helpe 
and ſuccour to Gedjons armie. This pride not al 


proveth 
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proveth hurtfulto private men,whoby their raſhneſle 

and indiſcretion provocke mento anger andindignatt- 

on, and to ſeeketo be avenged of the contempt and 

injury they thinke done to them, Bur it proveth 
likewiſe more prejudiciall to many, (w) When infe- (w) Quicquid 
riors are puniſhed for the fault of their ſupertors, delirane ve- 


es pletuntar, 


That 15 to ſay, when mes are in place and authority © hive. Her, 
in 4 countrey 0r citie they leane ſo much to their owne F7iff 26.4. 
wit.,that they deſpiſe the counſell and advice of others. 
not being like * Naaman that heard the advite of his * > xing.s.ts. 
ſervant ,nor likerhe Elders of * Abel, that received the * Sam: 29:29 
advice of a wiſe woman, but*rather thinke thattheir 
counſel ſhould be followed of all, and they ſhould be 
counſelled by none: by ſuch wilfull pride and: proud 
wiltulncſſe, many g09d things are negleted which 
might profitably be done,and many evils ar commitr- 
ted which after-wards proved hurttull, and might 
well have becne avoided. 

Thus much for the pride wherewith Davids ene- proud per- 
mics were poſleſſed, Now letus conſider whereforefecutorsril 3 
Davids proude enemies ariſe againſt him , and what Z;;n for 5 
can be the reaſons that move other proud perſecutors reaſons, 
to riſe againſt the Saints of God , the reaſons are 
eſpecially three. —_ 

Firſt, Becauſe proud men of all others are moſt like 
Sathan, andare the chiefeſt ſubjeftsof his kinzdome. 

Secondly, Becauſe proud men ſee ſome excellencie 
inthe Saints of God which is not inthemſelves. 
| Thirdly, Becauſe the ſaints of God cannot be mow- 
ed to favour their wicked opinions, and follow their 
lewd prafices 

Firſt I ſay, becauſeproud men of all others are 119 


like Sathan, and are the chiefeſt ſubjefts of his king- 
= 


0me. 


* Pſal 149, 


* Pal, 10. 2. 


* Jerem. 11.9, 


' The ennall pratifices © 


dome.” For as the humbleSaintsare of all other men 


moſt like God; becauſe afrer their effecuall _ 
they are renewed to his image, in holinefſe and rig 
reouſneſſe,& as they only arethe loyall ſubjeRs of Je- 
ſus Chriſt , the King of*Sion in whom they rejoyce: So 
ſecing Sathanis the firſt proud creature,and the author 
of all pride , that is found in creatures, fothe more 
proud: that any man be, he is the liker Sathan 
the author of pride. Proud men likewiſe are Sathans 
moſt loyalt ſubjeQs * For he is a king over the chil- 
dren of pride, to himthey doe moſt acceptable fervice, 
beeing led captive at his will greatly pleaſing him 
in the no and performing of their proud and 
ambitious defignes , whereby God is inoured, 
his people, troubled and the kingdome ot Sarhan is 
inlarged. And therefore, as Sathan himfelfe had ra. 
ther tempt one of the Saints of God, then a thouſand 
others: ſo proud menthat arethe flaves of Sathan, take 
pleaſure to trouble the Saints of God * The wic- 
ked with pride doe perſeemte,the poorethat is by mock- 
ing and tcoffing, by railing , and reproaching, and by 
hurting them in their ſtats and bodics,as they find op- 
portunity and occaſion. | 
Secondly, Becauſe proud men "a ſome worth ana 
excellencie in the Sarntsof God, which is not 1m them- 
ſelves, by reaſon of ſome eminent grace,or gift wher- 
with God hath endued them, which not only becom- 
cth the obje of their invie, but likewiſe the ſpurre 
of their pride, when they cannot endure that another 
ſhould have the good which they themſelves want,and 
cannot winne to, and will rather * that the tree ſhould 
periſh with the fruit before it ſhouldſtand to bear fruit 
ihat i5to ſay, Theywiſh rather that the gifted men 
ſhould 
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, and their gifts be loſt, than that they 
ſhould ſee the manifeſtation of Gods gift in an other 
which they havenot in.themſclves . Sothe powertull 


words , and mighty workes of Chriſt make him to 
be perſecuted by the proud rulers of the Jews leaſt his 


fame ſhould be the occaſion of their ruine,* and the Ro. * Iohn t 1. 49 


mans ſhould come and take away their place and their 
Nation. The proud enemies of David were his cru- 
el waar ain = they did {ce that God was with 
him, that great things were.to be done by him, and * 
that honour was tobe conferred upon hun, : 
Thirdly, Becauſe the Saints of God cannuat be move 
ed nor induced to favonr the opinions of proud mep, 
ro oe" doings and follow themin their wicked 
pradtices and ſinfull conrſes , for proud meht doe ci- 
ther ſopreſume of their knowledge , wildome, and 
underſtanding, that they think they cannot erre, or 
elſe they are{o wilfull that though they be convinced 
of their error,they will not be reclaimed, ſome-times 
likewiſe they are fo violently fet upon ftnfultcourſes, 
that becauſe they look for pleaſure and profite in the 
proſccuting of them,thar cither they think them to be 
lawfull, and equitable, or though they be convinced 
of their unlawfulnefle, yer.they. will. ſtand to the de- 
fence of them, and obſtinatly maintaine thera as 1f 
they were moſt agreeably to equity and reaſon, ſo 
that they become:open enemies to all that will nor 
walke inthem, or any way dilalow them, For,as men 
thatgoe abroad in the warld and by reafon of their 
imployment have occaſionto meet with people of 
divers humours they will ſomerimes meet witha fort 
of men, thar if they can flatter them, and pleaſe their 


- 


humoutrs, ratifie their words, and approve their do- 


2 Ings, 


| The cracll praffices | 

ings, t will reſpe& them as their brethren, and 
their Fee friends. Bur if they ſhall finde fault with 
theit words, or cenſure their fooliſh cartage,then they 
ſhall altogether abhorre their companie, and count 
them the aſeſt fooles and idiots in the world. No 
wonder it is then, that proud men perſecute the Saints 
of God;'that are ſo farre from imbracing their erro. 
neous opinions, and approving their wicked carriage 
and lewd converfation,that either they are openly cen- 
ſuring, and reproving them, or elſe they altogether 
retulero be ot one minde withthem in their crrone. 
us opinions ,andto walk in one way with them in 
their lewd and wicked courſes. This 15 the reafon of 
the perſecution thar Proteffants ſuſtaine by Papiſ?s, 
where they live together , and this is the groun of 
this great combuſtion. that is kindled in theſe king- 
domes, forthere is no other reaſon wherefore the Ma- 
lignants are ſo violently fer againſt the Covenanters, 
but becauſe they cannot be of one minde,and opinion 
withthem concerning the matter of State & Religion, 
for that which the Malignantsthinkand profeſſe to be 
a meaneto propogate Religion, and ſettle the {tate of 
the Kingdom, the Covenanters with better reaſon, af- 
firme to be the ſubverſton of the ſtare,andruine of Re- 


ligion, 4 | 1 a) 

Now before I come to the fecond thing conſidera- 
ble inthisText, rhere is an uſe that'T would gatherfr5 
the former confiderations, whichis both for our com- 

-fort and inſtruttion, when proud perſecntors which 
have great power and authority amongſt meo,ariſe to 
- zrouble the peace of the Church of God, by grievous 
oppreſſion and. pexſecution. Then the Saints of God 
may boldly have recourſe to/ God by-earneft- prayer 
ey | in 
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M Of the proua perſecuters.. 21 


in hope of agracious deliverance from their eminent 
danger,8&that for two reaſons. Firſt, wh& they conſider 

how diverſly the Lord is affected towards his Saints, 

and towards their perſecutors. Secondly , when they 

conſider the event of the inſultatis of their perſccutors. 

Firſt I ſay,when they conſider bow divertly the Lord 

is affeRed towards his humble Saints , and towards — 
their proud oppreſſors, tor he taketh the humble for his bat wk 
deareſt triends.& the proud for his rebellious enemies, by thcir proud 
* He is near tothe humble,as a mi is tothe houſe where he QI OY 
dwelletb,* and a Maſter to the Scheler that he teacheth. Grlligene: 
But though he be near tothe prouo, inthe inflicting o! teens. 

of his anger,he is far from them in the maniteſtation of + _— nj 
his favour. The Pſalmiſt ſaith,*T hat though the Lord, *Plal 13.6. 
be high , he looks to the lowly , but he knowerh the proud ——_ 
afar off. And therfore Auguſtine ſaith, x )T hat theLord era 
draweth near to him that s humbled, but he goeth farre cxaltato longe 
away from him that is exalted, except he be one whom fanny. th 
the Lord hath firſt humbled, and afterwards exalted, a As, 
- The Lord multiplieth upon the humblehis grace and ©**#-ver-7. 
his favour , * For when they humble themſelves he pro. ons. Io _— 
miſeth to exalt them , and heexhorteth them to humble 

them ſelves that he may exalt them:to him they may pray * PGl36. 1, 
confidently *under the ſenſe of their needines & poverty. (y) rugns 
And therefore as Bernard laith,(y)That greatis the ver- Ynt«s hum ils 
tue of humility, to which the Lord (0 eaſily inclineth his nu "ſ 


LS OS der m e 
Majeſtie,But as the Lord compaſſeth the humble with his _ yr 


favour, {6 he purſueth the proud with his wrath and di{. £99: 5erme 


pleaſure. The Pſalmiſt ſaith, * That he plentifully r JON; 


, FC- canticum. 
wardeth the proud deer, tor uſually when he puniſheth (z) S»perbos 
their pride, heabateth their power,and plagueth their 1477 

- a tergo Deas. 


perſons.One of the heathen could ſay, (2)That God the $:.7u mer, 
revenzer followeth proud men at the back: But the Scri-fureve. 


C 3 pture, 
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pture telleth us , That the righteons Lord ftricketh 

+ Iſaiah 5.15. them upon the face.* hen he powreth ſhameand con. 

* Pſal. 13+27« #e-pe 1p08 all that are hanghty , * and caſteth downe 

the countenance of them that looke proudly. And 

the Prophet 1ſay fore-telling the deſtruction of Moab, 

#Ifaiah 16, 6 py. Crich, * We have heard of the pride of Moab, And 

the ſaying of Solomon is worthy of obſervation , That 

' pride goeth before a fall , and a high minde before de. 
'ffrattion. 

Secondly, The Saints of God at ſuch a time may 
confidently pray, when they confider-rhie natareand 
event of the inſulration of the proud perſecutors, how 
harefull it is ro God, how hurtful! ro themſclves, 
whom for atime it pleaſeth : how comfortable inend 
it is to the Saints of God, to whom at frſtic feemerh 
to be fearfull and terriblez for when the proud op- 
preſſors of the Church of God ,havea purpole totrou- 
ble their peace by fome grievous aefocegion, it they 
ſceany likelyhood or probability, that they can bring 
their purpoſe to paſle,then ſuch is their untimous foly, 
that as the proverbe ſaith , They begin to ſing the tri- 
umph before the vittory, and to ſell the Bear 5kin, be- 
forethe Bear beſlaine : they threaten to execute what 
eyer their malicecan deviſe againſt the Saints of God, 
as iftheir power were ſo ſtronge , that they could not 
be reliſted, and their wiſedome ſo deepe, thar it could 
not bediſappointed, and their purpoſes ſo ſure, that 
they could not be overturned: Now when they thus 
beginto inſult by blaſpheming, railing,and threatning, 
then the Saints of God betake themſelves to prayer, 

# ads 429, and cry, * Lord, behold their threatnines, this prayer 
ſo prevaileth with God, that he ws wr ſudden 

change and alteration, for when the Saints of God 

arc 


ire bronght loweſt, andthe pride of their enemies ad- 
yanced higheſt , then irisrime for the Lord ro worke 
ſuch a change, as both declareth the glory ot his mer - 
cie, juſtice, and power : When like the nailes of the 
wheele of Seſoſtris his charior, that which was high- 
eſt ina moment, becomes loweſt , and that that was 
loweſt, is advanced higheſt. Therefore we have rea- 
ſontothinke,thatin the beginning of this combuſtion 
wherewith now theſe kingdomes are ſet on fire, many 
of rhe Saints of God found matter of great comtorr, 
and a wonderfull ground of hope, that the enemies of 
the cauſ- of Chriſt ſhould not proſper, and the Cove- 
»anters ſhouldbecomforted , an\ graciouſly deliver- 
ed , when they did heare of the untimous and fooliſh 
inſulting of their proud enemies, that did promile vi- 
Rory tothemſclves , before they did fight , and were 
dividing Lands , diſtributing offices , skaring Citics, 
and killing all that ſhoald make oppoſition, before char 
either they were vanquithed or invaded: for as it was a 
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prefage of the Syrians overthrow , * when putting 0 + . Kings 26 
their Armour , they boaſted 4s thoughthey had put it off: ». W 


and as it wasa preſage ofthe ruine of Sexacherib,and 
his army,when he boaſted ſo much of his power an4 
victory. 

And as our Hiſtory telleth us, that the hudge ar- 
mie of Edward thefecond of England, was vanquih- 
ed by a handful of our Nation, who ſo preſumed of the 
certainty of his viRory , that before hee entred the 
Countrey , he devided the lands , and appointed the 
King and his Nobles to feverall torments,and brought 

a Poet 11 his company to deſcribe his victory , who 
afrerwards, being taken, among(t other captives , de- 
ſcribed inverſe the victory of his enemics. ' 

| n 
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Tn later times we know how the army of the Spe. 
niards was overthrown, that was called, The snvinci. 
ble Armade. And truly the enemics of our Church 
and Kingdome, may learne to know by their ſorrow- 
full experience,that ſuch untimous and proudinſulting 
hath beene an evident preſage of their juſt contuſion, 
and 4 manifeſt fore-token to the people of God, of 

their unſpeakable comfort, and gracious exaltation, 

for when the pride of the wicked, and the prayer of 

the godly come together before the Lord', the one 

cryeth for ſpeedy juſtice to puniſh che wicked, and 

* pſal,z2.10,the other for timous mercy, * to compaſſe ſuch as put 
their confidence in God ,as wee may lee in the pride 

of Senacherib, and the prayer of Ezek;as the 37. of 

The Propher 2 Prophelie of Iſaiah, 


mentioneth —MNow come we to the ſecond thing conſiderable in 

the afſem- the enemizs of David, when he ſayeth,#hat they aſiem- 

bling of 5s ble themſelves together, The Prophet maketh mention 

eworcaſons. Of their aſſembling for two reaſons: firſt for the glo- 
ry of Gods power, ſecondly,that he may declare his 
truſt and confidence, which he had in God. 

Firſt I ſay, for the glory of Gods power , for the 
weaker that the-defendant party bc, and the ſtronger 
that the aſſailing partic be, the power of the defender 
of the weaker againſt the ſtronger , is knowne to be 
the greater: the Scripture telleth us that king AchaF 
whoſe armie was miſerably foyled by the king ot 
1ſrael,was greatly affrayed, when he heard of the com- 

* 1ng of thekings of $5744 and 1ſrael,but then the power 
ofthe king of Aſhur was greater,that both detended 
Achaz and vanquiſhed his enemies. Hiſtorie telleth 
us that whenthe city of Conſtantinople was hardly be- 
ſieged bythe hadge armie of Bajacet King of the Turkes 


and 
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of the prove perſtcuters. 25 
and the Greek Emperour could obtaine no help at the 
hands of he en Princes that were at Variance 4- 
moneſt themſelves, he implored the belp of Tamberlane 
king of the Tartars who reed the . King of the Turkes, 
to raiſe his ſeiee, and put his armieto rpafe, and tooke 
himſelfe captive, and ſo the power of the King of the 
Tartars,was knowge in delivering the weake Emperour 
of Greece, from the puiſſant king ofthe Turkes. The 
fame way the powerof God Almightieis manifeſted, 
when his Saints and ſervants axe brought toextremi- 
tic, that they canneither helpe themſelyes , nor have 
help of others, againſt thcir many and mighrie perſe- 
cutors:he that manifeſted his power in * Pazls weak. **.Cor. 12.5 
neſiein the haure of temptation ,declareth his power 
in the protecting of his Saints in time of perſecution. _ 
(4) Forthe Lord will not deny his ſafe guard to his Fs _ 
Saints while they are ftraited with neceſſitie. bit Deus ſuis 
Bur graciouſly helperb them, when they are redacted 7 97, vane 
to greateſt extremity: remarkable is that example ot py, 
Ezekias andhis people z the armic of the 4{yrians 
was known to be great , Ezekias was ſenſible of his * Ifai- 33: 5.8 
weaknes,that was not unknownto his enemie, *which 
told him that he had neither riders for horſes, nor coun. 
ſell for war,but the power of Godthat proteRed'EJe- 
kias was manifeſted, notonly inpromiſing him ſecu- 
rity, but likewiſe in the pertorming of his ſatety in the 
deſtruction of his enemie. EJekias that was ſo weake 
in the ſight of Senacherib , {ccmedfogliſhin- holding 
out a walled city againſt him,bur he would have judg- 1) myuix 
ed him mad, if he had hazartedtg come in open field puey que 
againſt him, becauſe he ſhould have beene like the un- 2” 
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happie young ſon of king Priamus. (b) Who would Chilh,Virg. 


_ needs fight with valiant Achilles. lib. 1, FEneid, 
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26 The crwell pradtices In 
Yet the power of God was'magnified , whoſe bridle 
was inthe lips of Senachertb, rijat he could nor further 
goe beyond hispermiſiton , thanan horſe can goe but 
where his rider pleaſerh. The Church of God inthe 
$ 2. Pſalme, complaineth of the confed-racy of many 
enemies, whonot only Toughrthe wracke of Gods peo. 
«Pll.z8. 4, ple, whenthey ſay, * Let us root our Iſrael frombeine 
a Nation,butthcir pride breaketh ont 294inſt the Lord 
+ Plal. 38+ 12 himſ{clte, when they ſay, * Let ns take for our poſſefi- 
on the Manſions of God: whoſe deftrution the Church 
craveth by humble prayer :hat God may be magnifi- 
ed in his glorious power. 
Secondly, The Prophet mentioneth the aſſembling 
of his enemies, to d.clarehis truſt and'confid-nce in 
God, for the multizadeofhis enemies 1s ſo farre from 
chafſing him from Cod, that it maketh him torun rhe 
moreroGod,by carneſt prayerandſettled confidence, 
whoas by his power he is 1ble to prote& him, ſo by 
+ pal: 32, 13 his * mercy he will war him, thatputteth his truſt 
"and loafiebes in him, for the Prophet well knew 
how powerfully this argument would prevaile 
with God, that he that is purſted by many enemies, 
and truſteth in'God,ſhould be protected by the poxer 
and merey of God. Humanity will reach men notto 
forfake nor betray, but rxcher to prote& to the utter- 
moſt of their power, ſuchas put confidence inthem, 
and commit their lives-to their care. As it is faid in 
the Hiſtorie of 4rtaxerxes king of Perſia, which ſer a 
Sparrow at libertie, Which'fled ro his boſome,& would 
not giveir a prey to the Hawk, he uttered theſe words 
in the audience of his Princes, As I have not delivered 
this Bird to bee a prey'"to its enemie, [o will never de- 
deceive , but protedt the man that truſteth in mec : 
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Of the proud. perſecuters, 27 
Much more., I fay., will the tender mergis of our 
gracious Lord , moye.him. \grycioully ororet® all 
thoſe that put their irgf under the ſhadow of his wings, *PAal 53.1.4 
\ For the deepe confideration, and comfort:ble ap- - | | 
plication, whereof. we have divers remarkablethings 
ſer downe in huly Scripture, ' dv)» Coons 
As firſt, that every one of Gods Saints ſhould well OR _ 
obſerve what ſingulzr experience they have found thingsare to 
of Gods favourable protection, which maketh David **Pred, 
not to be afraycd of the multitude of his enemies, 
when he conſiJereth how hee hath beene delivered 
from the furic and rage of his. enemies. 
As Baſil well explaineth his meaning in the 27.P/a. 
(c) Becauſe I have received ſo great experience, and 
proofe of divine helpe that albeit twiſe or thriſe ſo ma: (c) Quoniam 
ny preaſe 10 overwhelme me, yet being guarded by this pom 12 argc 
hope, will withſtand all thoſe evils with invincible ——_ 
courage. "IP | cce, Ht ets- 
Secondly . The Lord himſclfe hath exhorted his 77 _ 
peopleto truſt inhim, with a promiſe of ſccnrity-and heiles we 
ſafety. The :0 ofthe ſecond of the Chronicles.* Truſt 9979574 © 
in the Lord, and yee ſhall bee eſtabliſhed, believe his EE ai 
Prophets,and ye ſhall proſper. witurinfrato 
Thirdly, If we looketotheexperience of his Saints, _— - _—_ 
itmay be juftly ſaid; * None of them that truſt in hims, aim (ol 
[hall be deſolate, * becauſe they were alwayes delivered *[«1. 26. 
that truſted in him, and our fathers that truſted in Mr EE 
him, were not aſhamed: And therefore we muſt not 2 
with-draw our confidence from God, when we ſee no 
appearance of help at the hands of men; but ſo much 
the more relie on him , with truſt ama confidence, 
whoſe reliefe commeth uſually , when there is leaſt 
appearance. It is our Fore that are Chriſtians to ſay 
xy: Wh: S 


_—. The craell praftices | 
as Ewſeb3;pringeth in Philo che Tew, ſpeaking to his 
countrey:meh , when/Calrgala the Emperouy would 
' '*  . not heartheirpetirion,buit commanded them ro avoid 
(a) off debe- * his preſence, (4)We fboul2 be of good courage (ſaid Phi. 
mus quiburj- Iv) at whom Caius & angrie becauſe of necefſitie divine 
rar ef C4- helpe will . bee. preſent., when bumane helpe ceaſerh, 
al 8 Fromthe canſideratiotiof the afſerbly of Davids ce 
auxin d- nemies, WE are tO retnarke a two-tol-1 uſe, : 
farms. Firſt, Here wee way obſerverhat albeir the enemies 
mm Fuſe. Of Dav1d be proud, and by reaſon of rheir pride and 
Ecueſ. 6:or- 2rabirion, have their miutuall difſentions and emula- 
"Tr.2- tions: yet they can cotnbine themfelves to be Davids 
two fold uſe Perſecutors. | EI | 
to veremark- This may ſeem the more ſtrange and admitable,if we 
ed of the af | th "IO! Ts ARE © 4 
ſembling of - CONſider thenature of proud fien, in fo far as they are 


Dawdrene- » Proud, For they preſume of their owne'worth,, and 
we, thinkall 6thersto be bale and cohtetnprible, they pre- 


ſume of their own wit, ſo that nothing in their eſtima- 
tioncan be wel ſpokE or done,biittheir own words 8 
their own works,or ele Pha EW brother pleaſ.. 
eththeir hiumours, the&yſolookto their own Honour 
and wealrh;thattheycarenot 


not forthe wratk ahd diſ- 
. graceof others, Iris a wonder then,thatih'ahy reſpeR 
they can aſſemble withothers,thit ln theferefpetts do 
ſepararerhcmlſelyes from all others, 8 yer we ſeethar 
though P:lare and Hero bemutuallcnemics they can 
be friends when Chriſt is crucified. And though there 
be mutuall hatred betwixt the Phariſees and Sadduces 
they can conſpire; ben. hriſt is perſecuted. There 
'was nogreater con uſi6n arth bulldine of the tower 
of Babel, nor is in the Rowan Church amongſt their 
religious orders: yet all of them can.conſpire againſt 

the profcihon and profcfſqurs of the Truth. ka 
- 


; 
F 


; of the proud perſecnters. 20 
The reaſon thenof the combining of the proud 
perſecurors oO! the Saints of God, nay be expreſſed 
in aplaine c:\mpariſon. A great king thatis the com. 
mander of irverſe Conntries, andProvinces, though 


thoſe Connrries ciffer in their Languages, and in their 


maners,chovgn ſome of them invie others priviledges, 
and contemne others baſcnes, yet being imployed in 
a warre againft the kings enemies, they can all make 
up the bodic of one Armie, as ifthey were Citizens of 
one Citie, we know thor perſecution is the worke of 
Sathan,the king of pride: though it be performed by 
menthat arethe childrenof pride, the perſecution of 
the Saints is hatched in bell by Sathen, before it be 
either threatned.or executed by menuponearth.* This 
is thewater that cqmeth ont of the month of the Dragon, 
to drown the woman and her ſonne that is a fruit of the 


entmiric * berwixt the ſeed ofthe ſerpent and the ſeed * Genel. 3.15. 


of the woman, The'proud perfecurors of the Saints 
of God , are ſet a work by Sathan, the king of the 
children of pride,about oneworke;for one end ,tode- 
ftroy the kingdome of 'Chrift, albeit ir be true, that 
wicked ment devs hand inthe bufinefſe, haverheir 
owne wordly devliſh and divers other reſpe&ts, inthe 
fatisfying of their wicked humours, ambitton;cruclty, 
and covetoufnelfe. 
But to bring the application nearer home; it may be 
queſtioned, How can it bethoughr;thar all the Malig- 
nant partie, which perſecute the Covenanters in theſe 
"Kingdomes;doe ſervice ro 'Sathan for one end, ſeeing 
many ofthem make profeffion,tharall they doe, ts for 
the propagatian of true Religion? To'this I an{were, 
"that ſeeing there is a greataſlembly of divers forts of 
perſons againſt the profeſſors and defenders of the 
D 3 truth 


*Reycl.12.1s 
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30 The cruell prafices 
truth in their kingdoms, that isto ſay,Profeſſed Papiſ?; 
and Malignant Proteſtants, Concerning the Papiſts,we 
may juſtly ſay , They carte themſelves more wiſely in 
keeping of ſilence,than if they [hould ſpeak, for it is well 
known to God and their own contciences,& ro all that 
know them, that the maine end of all their doings,is to 
get liberty to profeſle their own Religion,and co finde 

opportunitic to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion. But 
the Malignant Proteſtants due caric themſelves more 
Antichriſtian like in the buſines,than the Papsſts them. 
ſelves,for we know that the name of Antichriſt impor- 
teth one that ſaith,He & for Chriſt,and yet doth againſ 
Chriſt.ſo thoſe men make proteſhon,. hat all their care 
is for theadvancing of the true Religiun, when in the 
mean time all their courſes & projets rend tothe ruine 
of true Religion, andercRing of idoJ»t1ie and ſuperſti.. 
tion. Andas Hiſtory relatethof D idus Inlianus, who 
ſucceeded Pertinax inthe Romane Empyre, wiiich he 
attained not by the conſent of the Romare Senate, but 
bought it with money that he promiſed tothe Preto. 
71an Souldicrs,whenthis man after the cuſtome of the 
Romane Emperours would beſtyled the father of his 
Countric,there was a writting ſet upon the gate of his 

(e) Didias u- PAlace by night (e) Didins Iulianus is not the father 


lianus non pa= of his Countrie. butthe buyer and ſeller, and betrayer o 
zZer patrie ſed 7 - J ſe N70 ) f 
emptor, vends- ; : | 

roreg:prodror Sothoſe Malignant Proteſtants who profcſſethem- 


patrie mellfi- ſelyes to be fturtherers of Religion, and defenders 


his Conntryy. 


crum hbiſtor. 


of their Country , are by their lewd and wicked pra- 
ices declared to. be, enemies to the, Truth, and trai- 
tors'to their Countrie. vhs 
Thecore. The ſecond uſe which hereof ariſeth when the Co. 
niters Mould VEDAnters of Brit4in & Ireland hear of the aſſembling 
=? of 


b 


O f the prond preſecuters. 3T 


of the Malignant enemirs from divers quarters : there 


hcart,firſt they ſhoulc ſtudy by a 
amogſt themſclves.Secondly they ſhould hinde! by all 
means the enemies which are indivers places ro come 
together into one place. Thirdly rhey ſhould intreat 
the Lord by prayer tobe preſent in the afſemblics of 
his Saints, thar ſo they may be prorccted againſt the 
aſſemblies of their cnemies. Firſt I ſay, they ſhould 
carefully ſtudie to kerepe peace amongſt themſelve:, 
that is ro ſay, they ſhould labourto be of one minde 
in the matcr ot Religion, and intheexerciſe of the ſer- 
vice and worſhip of God, they ſhould mutually de- 
fend one another, according to thair Covenant, they 
ſhould remove all excuſes trom them,which may hin- 
der them to advance the Caule of Chriſt , none that 
hath power ſhould pretend weaknefle : nor that hath 
wealth ſhould preted poverty, but every zealous Chri- 
ſtian thould count it bis honour & happines that God 
hath furniſhed him with habilitie, and by his provi- 
dence offered him opportunity to honour Chriſt,and 


to advance his Kingdom.* Chriſtians that are called to * Colol, 3,15 


peace in one body.,ſhould ler the peace of Godrule in 
theirhearts at all times,buteſpecially when their peace 


.1s troubled by cruell perfecutors. Abraham thought « gererss,.s, 
. It not time* To diſcord with Lot in the land of the 


Amorites Hiſtorie telleth us that though the Athen:. 
ans and Thebanes had their mutuall jealouſies , yer 
they packed up alltheir difſentions, when they were 
invaded by Philip king of Macedone the common ene- 


mie of the libertie of Greece. It is a lamentable matrer , Luke 16. 8, 


* that the children of this world intheir own genera. 
tion ſhould be wiſerthanthe children of lizht. Ar rlits 
- time 


1ngsto h 
are three things which _— thcy ſhould lay to wh ng 
| 


meaDs to keep peace bearc of the 
PP aſler bling of 


their eacnucs. 


Phulippics, 


wg 
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The crnell prattices  - 
timeall the covenanted people of the Lord ſhould be 
carefull to = peace amonzſt rhemlelves , partly 
when they conſider that uſually diſtraction is a dolo. 
rous preſage of deſtruction, as Euſebiws in his eccleſi. 
aſticke Hiſtoric obſerveth that rhe diffenſion/þerwixt 
the Eaſterne and the Weſterne Chuxch was the fore. 
runner of the tenth perſecution: and partly, becauſe 
vnion maketh ſtrength , but deviſion bringeth weak- 
nelle, 
There is no Nation under Heaven, hath more 
reaſon to lay this to heart, then we of this Xineg- 
dome. We read that when Awtonizs'was vanquiſhed 
by A#guſtus Ceſar,while he lay a dicing| by his owne 
deadly wounds he ſaid to Cleopatra Queene of Egypt, 
It is no ſhamt for a Romane to be vanquiſhed bya Ror 
ane: but truly it 15the miferieand —_ of this 
Kingdome,that Sc ori an Þ hath'beeneſo frequently 
vanquiſhed by Scots , for our Hiſtory. telleth us that 
the moſt powerful forraine peaple thatever invaded 
this Kingdome, was never gble to vanquiſhthis Nati- 
on without the combining of treacherous 8 miſcon- 
tented ſubjeRts amongſt our ſelves. Of whom it may 
be ſaid as the Greek Oratour ſpake of the belicged 0- 


(F) 145 alg be- Lynthians,(f)T hat while ſome valiantly were repulſing 
- propul{*- the enemies , others were treatherouſly betraying the 


ant aly wr 
bem prodeba 


Demeſtthewr Put if we be true to our ſelves, and keepe that 


orarione. 3. 


Citie. 


_ peace which we have {worne in our Coverart, and is 
recommended to the diſciples of Chriſt , wee need 
thelefle to care for all the enemies of the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, - 

Secondly,whenthe people of the Lord heare of the 
aſſembling of their enemies, they ſhould labour whac 


in 


in them lyeth;co: hinder. them 
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1g mg rgony TY 
doneofthe Rowanero fight withthea ric of HaJru- 
ball'; (mai any with /tbt/armge of Hany bat 
foaracherweiſe the'-laver troublts -of Fralie had beeno 
greater thanthe former. Itis agreatdcale more fate 
po cat chr ſeverall PRI _ than _ 
the compleat ot an Armnie,as the: hiſtory. of our 
Nation pork arr Noble men; whowich 
eight thouſand of our people , inthe time-of Edward 
the firſt, King of England, vanquiſhed imoneday,thir- 
tie thouſand of the Ezxgliſh Nation, that were devi- 
ded inthree bands, which would have beene more de- 
ficil, if alt had' beeao joyned" togerher. We know 
that asmany- burnes may make a great river: {amany 
hands joyned together,may make a ſtrong and power- 
full invaſion: the' fenalett cnemic is. nor: robe: contem- 


ned ſe his power may grow if hee be altogerher 
neglected and Hi piſcd;as Aakhe (wh king ofthe 
Turks,told bis fonne Mabomer concerning Scanderbee, 
the prince of by = increaſed in power;becauſc 
he wis neglected and contemned. It was well faid (g) 2: 4 
by a Greeke writter,(g) That whoſoever contemneth his Fonipernit 
enemie, bringeth danger to himfelfe.  cerfir.Thu- 
Wiſc people ſhoulddoe with rheir combining ene- ©4/4er. 46.7. 
mies, as Chriſtians ſhould doewith ſinne, which-in the (h) 1n rebus 
beginning tst0 be reſiſted, leſt afrerwards it grow {o omnibus qus 
firong,that it carnort be reſiſted. It was worthily ſaid ———— 
by a learned man, (h) That iz all thines hethat mould Ks hw" 


cupit, meceſſe 
4veyd the greateft evil , muſt needes extineubſh the be- of vt malum 

TT; EXAriens ex- 
ginmng of evil. 


p tinguar. Oſs TT, 
It greatly concerneth the peace and preſent ſaftic of 45. 4 de m- 


this Nation,to maketimous oppoſition tochearmics TEES 


E of * 


| *48am- 29, of cur enemies, befortrhey' be ſtrengehned by 2 grea- 
ter faQtionas:* 104b purfived Sheba, the ſonne of Bichri 
before he could' gather a greater companie,” And truly 
we.havercaſon ro:blefſe the Lord for that ſingulare 
careanddiligence that he hath pur inthehearts of our 
worthie Noble.men and commanders,thatareconfer. 
vers of peace, that they have ſo timouſly oppoſed 
*\ Lines 16 he infulting enemie;thatno fooner was his power in- 
15 creaſed, but als {oone it decreaſed: like '* the. king- 

dome of Zimri thatlaſted for a week. | 

Thirdly, when we heare of the aſſembling of di- 
vers people from divers quarters, our humble pr: y. 
er ſhould be tothe Lord, * That he would be preſet 
in tht aſiemblie of his Saints, tat ſo they may be pro- 
*Rom, #,;1. teted and defended aan the aſſemblies of their 
* Chro.13.10, Cruell enemies. * 1f God be one our ſide,who is againſt 


= ' 4 "44 weyy. F 
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v Pſal. 39. FO 


us?* Abyars wa moreincouraged that Godwas with his 
While wee yeopte, than he mas afrayedof the budge number of le- 


ray for the 4 as of 
LC toad roboams .armie which were againſt his people>. But 


againſt oure- While we thus intreat the Lord by prayer, we muſt 
oft looke ro 10Oke well ro twothings Gott 
ewothing, Firſt, That we feare nor exceſſively nor be faintheart, 
* 1 Sam. 14.6. ©dWhen we are fewer in number, ſecing it is alike to 
the Lord * to vanquiſh by few as by many, accordin 
to the frequent paſſagesthat we reade of this purpoſe 
in the hook of the /#4ges,8 inthe Books of theKzngs. 
Secondly, Though by Gods providenceour num- 
ber be greater, yet we muſt notieane to the ſtrength 
of kl tothe help & afſiſtance of God:for neither 
. the greatnes of number, nor the goodnes of a cauſe 
for which they fight, will make a people prevaile a- 
eainſt their enemics that hath greater confidence jn 
their own ſtrength thaninthe help of God. 


I verily 


- 


ut was threatne 
| Sree AmIs 
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cha number 


Iz 


rie, wherefore he implorerh thehelp of the Lord and 
purreth his truſt and confidence in him, by whoſe on- 
ly aſiſtance and power the greateſt number may be 
vanquiſhed, as well as the leaſt, and without whoſe 
helpe and aſfiſtance ,. the greateſt number may be 
vanquiſhed by the leaſt. Bur if we ſhall finde acceſfle 
.to God by prayer, then whenſoever we are threatned 
by oux enemies, we,may looke tor proteRion and deli- 
verance., according, to the obſervation of David. * ehal,ss.s. 
; * When lcrie then mine enemies ſhall be turned backe, 
x this 1 know, for God i for me. : 
| Now let us ſpeake of the third thing conſiderable 
in theencmies of David, he calleth them violent and ce 
cruell men that ſeeke after his ſoule, where we-are to Saunsarecru- 
obſerve, thatthe enemies of Gods Saints and ſervants : "0h _ 
may well be called violent and cruell, and that in *** 
_ threereſpects:firſt inreſpe of their afteRion, ſecond- 
ly inreſpect of their words, thirdly inrcſpeRoftheir 
. actions. 
Firſt 1 ſay, in reſpec of thcir affeRion, for the ha- 
red they beare tothe Saints. of, God,as it is unjuſt in 
reſpec of the ground of it, andgeadly in reſpect of 
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theprojeaih ceconct 
ls oye ir. "FIt1 ay, iris nj uſt enteſpe@ ot the 
proutid of it', for they hate the 'Saints'of God: For 
*; lob. 5-12, the excellentpraces which'thecy fee in them. "* Cam 
llew his brother bell , becauſe his own works were 
evil and his brothers 'gv ys Rs one w_ _ 
uw one; (5) if the brj broee the 'Saims did wot ſhine; t 
Dark AS Woh oivk fhoutd not artfe agninſithem, 
Goren, rom Next, ir is deadly, inreſpeitot the proje@ of it, 


ry 75 Gadd tenor ofaceraine umn; fall of 
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Lyra. cap. 4 "God.and that ndrt ofa certaine number, bur fall tle 
Epiſt. 1loan. ge odly without exception, for 25 the cruel - MPpErour 
Calieula'wiſhed that all the Romans had bus one head, 
that he might ftrik it aff at oneblow: So the defire of 
the wicked is, that the Saints of God might perifh 
* Pſal. 83. 4- from the earth. The confederare Nations * will have 
Iſrael to be rootedont of memorie that they be not a'na- 

tion, Haman wil have all the fews roperiſhim one day: 
Droclefian,and Iulian the apoſtate had n fe to 

rodre out the name of Chriltiansfrom anderheaven, 

Laſtly rheir hatred is trreconciliabte irrrefpect of con- 

tinwance, Cain will notbe reconciled to his brother, 

albeitthe Lord offer himſclfe to rakeup the marter. 

"Eſau layerh vp'in his heartrhe hatred of his brother, 

untill the death of his farher. For this * cauſe they are 

called not only enemies butlikwiſe foes, becauſe their 

enimitieis attogetherimplacable, and their feed, like 

that of Cfmalecke,is irreconciliable. 5 

Secondly,They are violemand cruel, in reſpe& of 

their words, whereby ſametimes they expreſſe how 

they deſpiſe and contemnethe Saints of God, as Na- 

bal ſpake of David. Sometimes they threaten to ex. 

ecute the extreronty'ofthoar rage, and {u1tc, as did Se. 


aacherib 


| aucherth,againit 5 
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Prof perſecuters. 97 
9%: and ſometimes they bur- 
den cheiSames-of God-with calumnics , -and-reproa- 
"hes, :23 Stinrei crailed againſt David. In allwhich 
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zcfpedts, they are-faid 5 7: T o.ſpeake. oruelly, and.their F Pſal 27.12, 


words:are:compared *-ito; 4 great ;ſcounge., *. undo dr long 
x wy, 


ſharpe arromes ,)to burning coales , und 40 thevenome 
of 4 fpes., foras any of thelerhings can,grievoully hurt 
mansbody :fothe eruol words of violearmendo great- 
ly:griove and afflicithe hearts of the: vaints of God, 

Thirdly, They arecalled crnelland violent, inre- 
ſpet ofaQion, and: fo 'their - crualty is beſt ſeet by 
ſome;andfelr/by-others : tor: whenchey .are permit- 
ted by che Lord , to-aflict his Saints, they expreflc 
all manner oficruckty thar can be. deviſed;or executed, 
withour regard of ſex,orage, or.quality. of perſons. 
Thereforcatisthavinholy Scripturethey are called 
*Troablers , 


peace. and: quictneſfe , but. frequently give them. oc- 


cafion of priefeand ſorrow , under the ſenſe whereof 


they-are forced to complaine-to God, 
They are called 'Oppreſſors, by ,rcaſon of. the 


mmnitold injuries which they doe.toithe-Sainrs of 


God, without any cauſe or occaſion: they dotoothers, 
what they would not be content ſhould be doneto 
themſelves. And they'iare called Perſecutors,partly be. 
cauſethoughrhey-finde not opportunity at the firſt to 
exccutetheir malice,yetrhey diligently ſeek occaſion, 
and waitrtill they findeit , and partly becauſe they in- 
vade the Saints'of God, as ſavage beaſts doe ſetupon 
their prey, to-which they are comparcd: by the Pro- 
phet Dawidinthe 22. Pfalme. 
The Turks Hiſtory telleth us, that Bajacet the _— 
3 ing 


reſoors , *.Perſecutors. * Troublers, *:Theſſa.r.s 


. MET Þ ? a 
' not ths Saints of God tollive in 4 5 1-0? 


+ Lud. ARIES 
OE We +, 3 Xo 


loh. 1 x, 20, 


33 — Theenvellyrattices _© 
King of the Turkes , by his 'countrey-men was called 
Gilderin,which fignifieth lightning, becauſe ina grear 
battell which his father ,A-orath fought againſt the 
Chriſtians , he brake inwith a part of the Army ſo 
fiercely and terribly, as-if it had beene. thunder and 
lightning. But there is a word in the. Text, which is 
not to be lightly overpaſlled, ſeeing ir includeth more 
than at firſt ir would to doe : For when thee. 
nemies of Davidare ſaid, To ſeeke afttr his ſoule,there 
are two things included. A PEPE 
When the Firſt, Thartheharme which Davids enemies would 
enemies of doe to him , is nota light , but a grievous hurt. Se- 
David ſceke condly,That they wiſh not only the deathof Davids 
after hisGoules Body, but likewiſe the dettruRion of his foule, | 
things includ Firſt I ſay, that the hurt and. Skaith-which they 
. wiſhed him. is not alight harme, whidkieafly may be 
>0, comported with,& ſoon repared,bur&great and grie- 
| vous hurt, which can newther be indured nor repared: 
+ : Sam. 11.7 Tis isnotlike ocher kindes of hurt, that ſometimes 
| by men is done to men. King * Saw threatneth that 
the oxen of the Hebrews ſhall becutin pieces, which 
follow him not to: war againſt the Ammontts,8 cruel 
*15am.1t. 2 * 7 haſh will put ont the right eyes of the Citizens of 
* Luke2z. 16 Jabeſh, * Pontils Pilate will ſcourge Ieſus , and let him 
g0e. But the enemies of David lecke after his ſoule, 
they wil not only ſpoil him of his wealcthand honour, 
but likewiſe of his life:they are ſer.againſt him,as the 
* Luke 23, 21 {Phariſees were ſctagainſt Chriſt * That will have him 
put to death. Andas the lewes wereagainit Paut,when 
* Ads 22.22, they ſaid, * It # not fit that he ſhould live. And as 
Hiſtory telleth', That Charles Duke of Anjew , was 
{o cruelly ſer againſt Comradine king of Cicily, that 
the provexbe vventthrough the world., //ta Carol? 


mors 


"oi BY on. 


mors Conradint,The life of Charles was the death 
Conradine;he ſhould me live excepr he died. Ando the 
Scripturerelleth us, That the life of David was fought 
by his enemies,borh by fecret plots, & open violence, 


whichnot only maketh him to ſay, * That his enemies', 
would fwallow bim np , but likewile he comparerh 


them to ſavage beaſts', which when they ſet upon 
a man , doe not fimply byte him untill he bleed, nci- 
ther take they away: one of his members, but they 
leave him not, untill he be: dead, and have catenther 
pleaſure of hiscarcaſe, wherefore heſaith, * That his 
enemies come upon him to eat up his fleſh. 

Secondly, It importeththarthe enemies of Datid 


not only delired the death of his body, bur likewiſe - 


they wiſhed that his ſoule might periſh forever, the 
like example of matchlefle cruclty, we ſhall hardly: 
finde in prophane Hiſtory , for ſome-times we read of 
menthat hath wiſhed the death of their enemies , and 
yet afterwards hath lamented their dex; As it is 
{aid of Alexander the great, that weepeGover the 
dead body of Darius king of Perſia: SomitErimes 
though they lament dwary. Fon death , yet they will 
cauſe them to be buried, as * 7:h# would have done to/ 
lezabel: And as it 1s (aid,thatH annibal the famousCar- 
thaginian Captaine, cauled the Romane Conſuls tobe 
honourably buried, whomhe had valiantly vanquiſh- 
ed : ſome-times they will not ſuffer themto be buried, 
which was the deſpite that Ceſar uſed againſt the Ar- 


mie of Pompes , who was vanquiſhed in the fields of (4) 1ynelih 
Pharſaly. Albeit as one ſaid well; (k) That 7s baſe ſ#n* 1414 994 


ultra mortem 


hatred that goeth beyond death. 


; roctdunt. ' 
,* The Sciipture telleth us ofthe baſe and barbarous Farcliv tk. 
deſpite of the Caldeans, thatdid open the graves of + ©2*"%. 


the 
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* Pſal. 27. 2, 
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Pl. 56, tr, 
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the Lewes, and ſcattered their bonewiponthieearth, The- 
writer of the [ndien Hiſtories. relate, that- many af 
theſe. nations have a auſtoime 10 eat thtmencmics, 
which. they rake in the wane, andtamake muſical in- 
ſruwoncs of their bones: QMtieiexamphie: We read 4- 
mongeft the Pageor, who inhis beokethat hewriterh 
againſt his encmge , whoa, he dar notname, henot 
only wiſheth many bodily miſcties to-befallhim, bur 
(1) loca ab likewiſe, b) That ha farnks nay be vormented inhell 
elifiis 4rverſ® wigh endleſſe paine; L464 
641g We read inthe ag che ewes thinke not e. 
fenewe foder m__ —_ CO poor avieſſe IIS re 
Ms ns Cafe fo t thus ſonle ſhenddperi(t, by arcomg 4 
- —_ = —_— death. Bir if itbeasked how may icbe known 
»«: wer: alte- thay this was, the difpight:of Davids cncnues, againſt 
Te him, I anfwere bricfly inthis plaine compariſon, tf one 
eric rentiswl- aan ſhall defire: another togoe from one: place toa. 
ms aus nother, ina way thathe knowettitobeful of robbers, 
incin, Aadfayagebcatts, qurafatiqueſtion, he deſirerh him 
to die: So the enemies of Paviddidnotonly baniſh 
himfrom the houſe of God, where he was moſt deſir- 
Qus to dwell ; but likewiſe they bidt-bini goc, and ſerve 
the gods of the Gentils, the 26. Chapter of the firſt 
of Samwel,that by comitting idolatry he anight perifh 
* Pal. 86.13: eternally:andtherfore *he magnifieth the marey of God, 
' . mbho inthis refpett delivered hy ſoule: from the. loweſt 
hell. A rwo-told wfe may be made of. this:poinr.: . 
Theiconſi- Firſt,Chriſtians ſhould. bave a {angular Care not only 
Seemion of. to look totheir wards/and wayes, that they ſhow no 
Be). Ognes of crueltie,but-likewiſe thar the ſpirit of crucl-ic 


mics, :eacheth ÞE Not harbured in their: hearts, but rather that they 
od to-Foll may (tudito meckneſſe, and the exerciſe of mercic , 
| and that tor foure reafons. Firſt, becauſe ſo we are 


taught, 


A 2 > * < ey 
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6 PerJEe Het, 7 
taught bythe word of God. Secondly becauſe orueh.' Mo 
tic makerh men like Sathan: Thirdlyfin reſpect of our and ſtudie to 
union with God: Fourtly, In reſpe& of divine verige- Tercy for feur 
anco,which is the reward of crueki&; | 4 
Firſt I ſaypeceuſe Chriſtians are Wyght 
of God,toiflee cryeltie;and follow Wnexci 

noleſſe example then God their Crearor 

their Redimer, * Be merciful as your heavenly! Father * Luke 6. 36. 
is mercifull * And learn of me that I ans meth and low: *Manhu.:y 
ly is heart; We juſtly thinkethar both the Religion of 

Papiſfts, and the Religion ot the M achomerans,cannot 

bea good religion, ſeeing their religion teacheth them 

the praRiceof crucltie, \ahdtq force people with are -- 

and (word e09 imbrateir, -whomtheycanngot perlvade 

by their arguments, evenas Ambroſe ſpeaketh-of the (>) 207 n+ 
carriage of the 4rriens inhistime , towards the 0r- _ > ariuat 
thodox Chriſtians , (wm) Whom they caunot deceive by gladio la 
word, they cry, that they are 10 be killed by the froord pon [orien 
they indite crnell-and: blandy lawes with their month, tygcr ore dice 
they write with their hand,and thinke that thtir lawes ant, mane 


can command Faith #ntomen. . 
But the Chriſtianand true Religion, which ts grounds /-« fdem ho - 


"a" kk "1 1 minibus im- 
ed in thewordot Gail, in this is known to be/a ggod acraropeſiic 


Religion, becauſe ir injoyneth the hatred of crneltic2.4re/ 15. 
and love of mercy,and will have none to be forced by - _ 
violent compulſion, but rather perſwadetl by powers U 7 fone 


nox eff cogere 


full preaching, and.,evident arguments from ; divine re/igroncms, 
truth, chatmen may acknowledge and: imbrace the Soothe : 
truth, accordingtothe. worthie {aying of Tertulian, ,,;, C—_— 


(n) It i not the pou of Religion teconſtraine Religion, hoſtre ab ant 
which men ſhould millingly receive, end not by force , myrnice 
ſeerng'the ſacrifices of the Lord are required of 4'wil- orange 
ling minae: howbcic it cannot bedenicd bur alchough Sc-2«44=, 
Els. F the 
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the Jawes,and thier. The- 
writers of the ſndien Hiſtories relate, that: many at 
rhefe- nations have a cuſtoine--t@ eat ehtwencmics, 
which. they take in the wanie, andtomake muhicall in- 
— rumors of thefr bones: Miiciexample: we read 4» 
mongft the. Pageor, who inhis beaokerhat hewriterh 
againſt his encmge , whom he dar notname, henot 
only wiſheth many:bodily miſcties to-befall.him, bur 
(1) [a loca ab likewiſe, b) That ha fanks nay be tormented inhell 
eliſits drverſs wp ish endleſſe pai ue; | , ; | 

nc mn We read inthe nn the Irmesthinke not ce. 
canner foder nough _— _—_— -w evieſſe yos-vnd rs 7 [X 
woes ng CAnfe fo th br hw: ſonle: ſhendtperi(h, by: drome 4 
= _ - iy death. Bur it meer bow may icbe known 
"6: more «lte- thay this was the difpight:of Davids cncnues, againſt 
a fn him, I anfwere bricfly inthis plainecomparifon, tt one 
eric rentiswl- man ſhall defire another togoe from one: place toa. 
me nul's nother, in-amway that he knowettitobeful of robbers, 
in is, aadſayagebeats, ourafaliqueſtion, he defirerh him 
ta die: $0 the enemies of Peviddidnotonly baniſh 
himfrom the houſeof God, where he was moſt delir- 
0us to dwdll ; bunt likewiſe they bid-bini goe, and (ſerve 
the-gods of the Gentils, the 26. Chapter of the firſt 
of Samwel,that by comitting idolatry he might periſh 
* Pal. 86.13. eternally:andtherfore * he magnifierh the warey of God, 
mbo 1m+b4s refpett delivered his ſoule' from the. lawe( 

hell. A xwo-told uſe may be made of. this:point.: . 
Theconſi- Firſt; Chriſtians ſhould. bave a fingular care not only 
dermion of. tr look:totheir wards:and wayes, that they. ſhow no 


> 4d Genes of crueltie,bitlikewiſe thar the ſpirit of crucl-ie 
mics, :eacheth De not harbured in their: hearts, but rather that 'they 
"ht to-fol.! may ftudicto meckneſſe, and the exerciſe of mercic, 


Co 


* 


and that tor foure reatons. Firſt, becauſe iſo we are 
taught, 


taught bythe word of God... Secondly becauſe oruef.” , ie Bould 


tie makerh men like Sathan: Thirdlyfin reſpect of our and ſludie to 
union with God: Fourtly; In reſpe& of divine verige- mercy forfeur 
ance;which is the reward of cmekige,, | + ns 
Firſt I ſaygbeceuſe Chriſtians are Wyght by the word . 

of God,toiflee cryelrie;and follow Snexcic, and that by 


£8) gladio Cla- 
7, ___  ferrex - 
dos,crwentas 
leges ore dit. 
ant, manu 
ſerirhunt 73 
priant quod 
lex fidem ho - 


que ſponte 
ſu) cept debet, 


? poſtulentar. 


ſeeing'the ſacrificez of the Lord are required of 4' wil: Terr. 14. ad 
ling minac: howbcic it cannot bedenicd but although Scp=lam, 
n= E the 
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The eyuell pradiices" 


- . the Lordonly cars petfwade the heart: yer'wlien the 


profeſſors of the truth have to d6ewith Heriticks and 
Schiſmaticks and prophane-perſons,that live amongſt 


| them, but walk not with them in'the unirie of faith,and 
inthe way'of godlines refuſing to be'informed , and 


hating to be reformed , ſuch may'be conſtrained by 
humane Lawes,touſe the meanzs ofthe true Religion, 
that either their ſoulesmay'be ſaved, or their impietie 
may be reſtrained; thar-itprovenor ſcandalous to the 
peopleof God; and ſo the Scripture telleth us, that 


* when 79ſias in the Reformation of the people of the 


* 2 Chro.z4. 
326 


lewes , renewed the Covenant betwixt God and his 
people, *!He cauſed all Thdah and Benjamine-to ſtand 


' 70 it: albeit we have reaſon torhinke that many of 


them were affe&ed to idolatrie in their hearts, But 
Papiſts., and all other enemies of the Truth , who 
thinke rather by rigorous: perſecution, than by right _ 


4mformarion,'to bring-peopleto their erroneous pro. 


feſfion, thereby-they-dectareto-the world: rhe cruelty 


and falſhood of their Religion. \ © | 
And therefore whoſgever is delighted with the cx. 


 erciſe of cruelty; and js averſe fromthe works of.mer- 


4 Gep, 37 22, 


the: cruell heart of Eſas. 1 


cie, 'what cver ptofeſſion lie make: of the'trne'Religi- 
an, he hath nor found rhe'converting power of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, ſeeing , though * he hath the voice 
of Tacob, yer. he hathithe-hands of Eſas, rogether with 

Secondly, Becanſemeckand merciful menare moſt 
like God, whoegloricth in his mercy : ſo fierce and 


- cruel'menare moſt like Satan, who delights in cruelty, 


to whom is-given the nameofa deſtroyer inthe 20.0t 


the Revelation, becauſe he raketh pleaſurero'teſtroy 


the creatures of God, ſn that when he cannor extend 
his 


his malice to men,heis conentto exerciſe his crueley 2 
on beafts,as.the Goſpel telleth us,of the-legion of de- 
vils that drowned the, Swine. 


. - 
= 


Thirdly, Becauſe ur happineſſe ſtandeth inan u-, 
nion with God,and the neernes of our acceſle ro God, very « q 
augmenteth-our blefſedneſle , accordingtothe faying 
of the Pſalmiſt,* Bleſied is the man whomthou choo Yo 
and whom thou cauſeth to cometo thee, Crucll men 
can haveno ſociety nor fellowſhip with God: * ho 
abhorreth the bloud-thirſtie., for: amo hall things 
that canbe preſented to the: minde Py es of man, 
there is not any twothings fo contrary to anocher; as 
the mercifull Creator , and crucllcreature.. ..- | 
4+ Becaule albeit cruel and malicious mcn for.a time 
may get liberty to cxerciſetheir fury, yet-in enJtbey; 
ſhal not cſcapethe vengeance of God, whichis.thejuſt 
reward of their cruelty. Amongſt the Pagans Hercules 
and Theſes were famous, that ſubduzd, and puniſhed 
cruell men, by whom many bad bene injured angop- 
preſſed: Andſhall itnot much more concerne the glo- 
ry of Gods power & juſtice,torender to cruel menthe 
reward of their cruelty. Itwas obſerved by Plato the ,, yy, 
Philaſapher,(o, That there is n0man upon earth,ſo {e- tain ſevere 
Virly can take vengeance anthis enemie;as the Lord God —_— n- 
uſeth to take vengeancean ſach as oppreſſe popre men. yr pm 
This vengeance the Lord ſome- time executeth by »- ſole miſe- 
the hand of man which did make* 4donibezek ro ac- [279 
knowledge the juſtice of God, albcit jr ptrendaerh Tl 49940. 
out,that men, whom God uſFth as iaſtruments of. has * 144865 '- 7+ 
jaſtice, looke nat to theglory of God, but toſacishe | 
their owne vindictive humour. * Woe to thee that op- * 12, 33-1. 
preſſeth, for when thou ſpalt ceaſe, another ſhall oppreſ[: 
thee. The HMeeds and, the Perfians were no leilr 
PEW. "2 7 - - Ro 


4: 


" Pal 5.6. 


———— 


cruell to the Caldears mnarthey had beefitothe people 
of G6d:but more frequetitly the Lore plapuctt cory 
men by his own immediatehand , with viſible judge. 
ments itt the ſightof the world, tothe glory of the 
power & juſtice of God:We read inthe hiſtory of the 
Macabees xhatthe bowels of the-cruel 4ntrochas were 
tormented, who had cauſed the bowels of others to 


'  betormented: and inthe 7ewiÞþ hiſtory , we read of 


* z Chro,21+ 
$. 


(p) Certs fu 
wn fret fidew-" 


erg muts MENT Wherewith the cruell p 


Zum non re- 
manet quod 
 perpetimur: 
quantogue 
mdror fwuert? 
perſecurionss 
minrid tanto 
et rmiior pro 
per ſecurrone 
Vinarta, Cy- 
prianus trot. 
eontre De« 
BOT 1677 | 


the puniſhment of cruel Herod thegreat, for his cruel- 
tie, as well agzinſt hiy owne Children , as againſt che 
Nobles, and pcoptcof the Jews. The Scriprurelike- 
wiſetelleth us ofthe condigne puniſhment of the wic. 
ked * 1ehoram, king of 1#deh. Andinrhe ſea of hiſto. 
ries,itis related of ; cruel and bloudy Att:/a,king of 
the Ru#s, who was never moved withtears of any, to 
ſheiw mercy or pitic,but as he delightedinthe ſheding 
of hum: cbloud,while helived, he was overtaken by 


the yengeance of divine juſtice m _ triumph . 


1s 

in/ his mariage tay, for he was chocked withrhis own 
bload, which cid flow'dbundinily from iyets parts 
of his body. untill his wrerched life was finithed. 
There arcinfinite examples bothin Eccleſiaftick hiſ- 
toric, & inthe book of the rote the jaſtpuniſh- 
rſccutors ofthe'Saintes 
ot /God'in all ages have beene plagued: therefare ir 
was worthily obſerved by Cyprian, (p) We are fart & 
confident, that what we ſuffer ſhall not be unrevenged, 
and the greater thewrong of the perſecution be, fomuch 
the niore juſt apderievons ſhall be the revenge, which 

God (hall take of the per ſecutors. 
'.'Theſccond uſe which here is to be obſerved, when- 
ſocver weheaie of the cruglty of wicked men,againſd 
the Svihrs of God in aby place of the world, and 


when 


"NNE OP a 


when we-our fe evare threatned with their cruel h 
fiiliry,chenwe ſhould put up oor humble prayertorhe 
Lord our God , that ifhe wilt chaſtiſe vs for our ſins 


wiſcly chooſed * to fall into the hand of God , rather 
1han into the hand of men: Thus we ſhould pray: for 
two reaſons, Firſt , becauſe no favour towards the 
Saints czn be expected at the hands of their perfeeu- 
tors : Secondly , becauſe God , to whom the Saints 
pray, is both willing to heare, and able to helpe. 
Firſt I ſay, becaule no favour, bur extreme cruelty 
to the people of God , may be expeAedar the hands 
of the cruel enemies of God and his people ; as Tere 
wie ſpeaketh of the king of Babylon, * which did ſhow 
no mercyto the people of the Tews. The Scripturecom- 
pareth perſecution toa floud of water, foras a floud 
of : water's norlike an orditzary river, which runneth 
atong;in is ownechannell, bur altogether overflow- 
th banke and brae, and violently caricth away what- 
foever it overtaketh : Soperſecution is not like an or- 
dinary war betwixt two Nations,that can give & take 
reaſonable quarters. ; as occafion is offered, but perſe- 
cution paſlerth the bounds of Humanity , and break- 
eth the bonds of Nature,and committeth outragious 
crucltie, thar Humane ſenſe abhorreth, the com- 
mitting whereof maketh the eares to tingle,the fleſh to 


quake, and the heartt&tremble, (4) So that the minde (q) 0vam- 
Guam 4nmws 
memm(ſe 
borret luftuq; 
refugit. Virg. 


of cruelty, thar are regiſtrare if Eccleſiaſtick hiſtory, 5%: £44. 


of man will abhorre the remembrance thereof with 
greife and ſorrow, ' 


. We need not to call to minde the antient examples 


ſeeing of later rimes, we heard of the Spaniſh inqui- 
- ſition, 


O- 
We ſhould 

' I; 0 k pray to God 

and otfences, he would doe it with his own hand,and tobe delivered 

not give us* wp torbe will of bur enemies: For David 2m cuelle- 

4 ” . nemies, for 

two reaſons, 


»” by. 


tion, and that; which hath beene. uſed:imthe priſon 
houſes, and pillories of England, while as;the tyranny 
of the Prelates advanced to that-liighr, that it could 
not ſtand: and that theſe yeares by-paſt , hath beenc 
- marethan barbarouſly praQticedby the Triſh Rebels, 
againſt the Saints andſervants'of God. Allthis ſhould 
make us draw near to God,by humble prayer,that we 
be not expoſed to the cruelty of our enemies, clpecial. 
ly, ſeeing as Solomon ſaith'; * The very mercies of the 
wicked are crwel(: Fot whatſoever favour cruelt per. 
ſecutors offerto the people of God , is alwayes upon 
conditions.that are worſe than death. For as Wizards 
and Witches, whenthey,cure mens bodies of diſeaſes, 
bring greater hurt. to their ſoules-, by rhe uſc of un. 
lawfull meanes , whereby they draw guilt upon their 
conſciences: and as that cruel Artiochue in the ſeventh 
chapter of the ſecond book of the Macabees,ndt only 
would have ſpared the mother; and her ſeven {9ns,but 
likewiſe would have advanced them.to wealthrand 
honour,if they would have forſaken the Law'of. their 
God, and become idolaters: So the Malignant party 
will offer both peace, -and preferment to the Covenan- 
ters,that will break the Covenart,to which they have 
{wornezand joynwith them in their unlawfull courſes, 
and wicked proceedings,that mirely tend tothe over- 
throw of the-txue Religon , and creRing of idolatry 

and ſuperſtitian. -- -+; ; +/+ 19:7.0 
Secondly, Becauſe oor Lord to whom we pray is 
not like Baal ; that ncither,cou!d hcare nor. helpe his 
worlk:ippers,for our Lord is willing to hearc,and able 
to hclp, andas be hearerh us,'whea,we pray, {9 he is 
able to grant our-requeſts, For-truly the caſe and-con. 
dition of the Saints of God were miſcrable, Tm 
| 7 migar 


FF” Of the proud ferfeenters, rr © by as 
might of their enemies wereanſwerable to their mas 
tice; and their power t6their piixpoſes. Bur as our Sa- | 
viour ſaid'to Pontius Pilate; * They have no power b- * til. 19.11, 
ver God Saints but what is giventhem from above, the 
Lord firft breaketh' downe the hedpe,* Andihen the pea. 20,12 
wild boar of the forreſt pilleth the bark of the vine 13. 
that the Lord hath planted. (r) lt is a worthy faying of (:) rmpi; ne 
Chriſoſtome,wicked men cannot alwayes burt the Saints OI: 
of God, when they pleaſe , but when the Lord granteth mou 120 i 
them a time to hurt them,that he may provide a-crowne ſed quando 
of glory for bis Saints and ſervants. | + Dew ihr me 

The Lord that did ſend Senacherib to threaten E- c,nc fer. us 
zekias,* Who came not up without the Lord , did like- fws ſents. 
wiſe put «bridle inthe lips of Senacherib, that hee was Pome pre” 
not able to hurt Exekias,as he cruellie purpoſed: as thent remit. © 
the proudeſt perſecutors without Gods permiſſion,are 25./#2r. 4., 
not able to trouble his Saints, ſo he can limit their 78 
power, and diſſapoint their purpoſes, and turne their - * 
rage to his praiſe that his'Saints that are preſerved 
trom the furic'of their enemies, * may acknowledge wry... x. 
their help to come from God, that made the heaven and 
the earth, and heartily bleſſe the Lord that hath not * Pal, 124. 6: 
given them; * to be aprey to theirteeth, Wo 
Now-come wetothe laſt particulare confiderable: 
in the enemies of David,who did nor ſer God before 
them:this is tobe under-ſtood ina three-fold reſpect: 
Firlt in reſpe& of their different purpoſe fromthe pur- 
poſe of God intronbling the Saints of God: Secondly 
becauſe they are not direQted bythe Light of God, Th-vole 
Thirdly, becauſe they forget God, while asthey:&0n- $:intare faid 
fider not his divine properties. 17+ notto ſerGod 
/ Firſt I ſay, the proud chemies of David, and all RG F 
the cruell perſecutors of Gods Saints fer not God'be- rea, 


fore 


fare them,inreſpe& of their,diffexene purpole,8& inten- 
tion, from the purpoleand jncemtion of God while by 
Gads permiſſion they are inftruments of the trouble of 
Gods Saints,for 25 inthe crucifying of Chriſt, the pur- 
poſe and intention of the 7ewes was to deſiray Þim; but 
the purpoſeof God was,that'Chiiltmigbt baglorified, 
and hisEle& redeemed: So when the Saints of God are 
perſecuted,the purpoſe and.intention of God,is cither 
that he may beglorifed in. the-exercile and tryall of 
the faith and patience of his Saints: as in the-14. of the 
Revelation:or elſe that likea loving and wile father he 
may -chaſtiſe his childrenby the rod of the wicked, 
for the' fins wherewith they. have offended him,thar 
they may repent, and eurnto himyas we'rmay read in 
the book of the ludges in which reſpe&t Nebuchadne- 
Xeris called the ſervant of God: but the purpoſe of 
the perſecutors is cither altogether ro diſhonour God, 
and deſtroy his people , whereof Gods open ene. 
mies make their boaſt inthe 83. Pſa/me: or clſe they 
doe carriethemſelves like ſome knaviſh ſervants, that 
worketheir Maſters worke to their own advantage, 
and totheir Maſters prejudice, as we may reade in the 
parable of the unjuſt ſteward the 16'of Eukes Goſpel 
for they altogether fo reſpe& chemſelves by doing 
thereown will, and fecking their own honour, that 
they have no rcgardat all to the pleaſing of God, or 
- advancing of his honour. For while they perſecutethe 
Saints of God,they carenot how God be diſhonuured 
and di{pleaſed, providing they themſelves may be ho 
noured and well pleaſed by ſatisfying their wicked 
humours, and accompliſhing their cruell projects, and 
| 6: they ſet notGod liefore them,becaule they ſerve 
not the Lord but themſelves, 


Se- 


Secondly, Becauſe jhough fomerime they thinke 
theyare doing ſervice ro God,yerthey arenor direQ- 
a the light of God, but by a prepoſterous zeale, 
* which is without knowledge, they are like ſome * Rom. 10. e. 
fooliſh ſervants that while they think the work they 
are working will pleaſe their maſter,ir greatly will of- 
fend him, and provocke him to anger. They are like 
Toſua and his princes, that made covenant with the 
Gibionits, * but ached not counſell of the Lord for our * lohts, 19, 
Saviour faith, * That they that per ſecute his _ tes, *lohn16,z , 
ſhell think they doe ſervice to God ,and he well faith, 
That it ſhall be according 1 their thinking, and not ac- 
cording to truth, tor doubrleſſe they neither confider 
arizght whom they doe perſecnge, nor for what-they 
doe perſecutethem , they conſider not that they doe 
perſecure God with' his ſervants, 4#anizs ſaith to 
the Lord,*that Sanl the perſecuter had a warrand from , , 
the high Prieſt to bind all that called upon the Name of "8. 
the Lord,but Teſus himſelt teſtifieth from heaven*Thae * A859 4 
he was perſecuted wh? hi Saints were perſecnted,neither 
confider they for what they perſecutethem , even for 
ſuch things as ſhould make them to love &cheriſh,and 
reſpetthem, for they perſecute them * for righreouſe . aut 5.10. 
nefie ſake.and for the Name of Chriſt,* and for the pro- * Luke 6. 32. 
feſfion of the Trath * which they cal _ and for +; \ argues 
walking in the way of godlinefie which they count ſu. 
perſtition aud vanity, and therefore as our Saviour 
ſaith in the Goſpel : * He chat, walketh in the day, , 
ſtumbleth not becauſe he ſetth the light of this world, 
but he that walketh inthe night, ftambleth becauſe there 
is no light in him: (Oo whena man is led by the direQi- 
on of rhe light of God , he is convayed ſafely and 
walketh ſecurely, but when hee ts not led by the di- 
rection of Gods light, it is no wonder though he miſ- 
(Gz Caric 


lohn 11.9. 
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carie,ſo fearfully,that he-think that to be ſervicedone . 
to God, which is- moſt offenſive to the Majeſtie of 
God, ſecing they arenot enlightned by the ſpiric of 
truth, but led by the light of mil-informed contcience, 
which is not proper light,but darknoſle. 
Thirdly, They ſet not God before them, becauſe they 
doe not remember God as they ought, they are ofthe 
*z6l.9.17- number of the people,*that forget God,lecing they dy 
not conſider the preſence,northe juſtice,nor the power 
of God, fax other wiſe they durſtnor perſecute nor 
oppreſle his Saints, but rather would ſtrive to gainc 
their love and favourby profi:ing them rothe utter. 
moſt of their power, ſeeing ſuch-is the ſympathy be- 
ewixt Chriſt and Chyiſtians, that what evil or good 
is done to them, he thinketh it done to himſelfe, the 
25 of Mathew, 
Firit then, I ſay,they conſider not Gods all where 
preſence from whoſe ſight nothing can be hid, and in 
* Fab, 4.13. whoſe ſight all that men doe * are naked and open, 
The light of nature teacheth man to know this which 
\Efproſed's made on of the heathen to ſay(s)Trvuly their is a God, 
(6/5 4 «we Who ſeeth,and heareth all that we doe. Butall men make 
v2 gerimus NOLA right uſe of this light,torfuch is the groſſe athe- 
<#4-9n:,7 ime wherewith the hearts of the perſecutors of Gods 
in caprervis, Saints are replentſhed, that they fay with themſelves, 
*Pfal, 10. 11. * God doeth not ſee them, neither will crave areckoning 
of them,which cither they think to; be ſo, or indeed 
: would have it ſo;but thentheir folly appeareth as the 
Rho + Pſalmiſt (aith,*S hall not hethat te eye ſee clearly 
quod un mqz,CVven accordingro thePhilaſophers rule;(t) What ſoever 
_—_  maketh a-thing tobe ſuch, it ſelfe moſt be more ſuch: no- 
fume ms thing can lurk fro his fight who's the fountain & Au- 
zale. Arift.lib, ther of ſight,nexttheyremember notrthejuſtice of God 
4.7preev.: who certainly wilrevenge,and cannot but revenge the 
2 wrongs 
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wrotigs thataredoneto his ſervants,* 1tis 4 riehteous « , Ther, s 


thing with Godto render tribulation to them that tron. 
bleyou,(aiththe Apoſtle, '& our Saviour telleth,*Thar , 
the cryes of the Ele which night and day are ſend up 
to:their heavenly father, {hal quickly be avenged.Laſtly- 
they conſidernot the power of God, who is able to 
protect his weakeſt ſervants,&to punifhtheir ſtrongeſt 
enemies,heis not like Rehoboam,thar for the ſtoning of 
his ſervant,* not able to puniſh the Iſraclits,but rather *: Kings 12.48 
like David; whofor the wrong done taghis ſervants, 

did * grievouſly plague the Ammonits. And therefore + , 5am. 
both Scriptureand Hiſtorietellethus, that the perſe- 
cutors of Gods Saints, neither by their greatneſſe,nor 
multirude,corld eſcape the avenging hand of theLord, 

who is Almighty,as Awg«ſtzne ſaith, (w) By doing what (1 Onenize- 


Luke 18, z. 


12.3, 


he willeth, not by ſuffering what hewilleth not. tens eff Deus 
The uſe of this point which Chriſtians ſhould make CR 


ſtanderh in this,their fingulare care ſhould be both in -exds 9%2 
the works of theirChriſtian & particular calling*Toſet #9» volr-: 
God alwayes before them.To which foure thingsare re- _— 
quired. Firſt that he look to the wil of God,as therule cs. 

of his aQions .Secondly that he lookto the glory of "FRE 16.8- 
God.,as the endof his actions. Thirdly, That he be led rmoyke | 
by the light of Gods word, and ſpirit. Fourtly that he God before 
remember God in his divine properties. FirſtI ſay,thar Eng 
they look rothe wil ot Go as the rule of their ations, berequired. 
* As many 4s follow this rule, mercy ſhall be on th:m, *Gala.s. 16, 
ard peace, but tliis includeth two remarkable things. 

- Firſt thata Chriſtian ſhould ſo look to Gods ple: 
ſure, that he ſhould have no regard to mans pleaſure, To lookety 


6 the will of - 
thatis toſuy, as he moſt not doe any thing offcalive goa, asthe 


_ 


to God,though thereby he ſhould pleaſe man, {5 he rule of our, 
moſt not omit any thing that may pleaſe the ' Lord ps nga ran 


though by docing thereof, he ſhould grcatly offend thiays. 
G 2 man. 


man. There is a remarkable example in Eceleſiaftiche 
hiſtori2 to rhis purpoſe, of the worthie Chrutian 
Theodoſius the firſt, Emperour, who when by openpro. 
clamation,he had torbidden the Egyproans to facrifice 
to the river Nils, which had beca their yearely cu. 
ſtomeby their ſuperſtition,which had continued for 
many ages:itſo fell out, that the next year after, thar 
the riverNil«« did not water the land of Fgype by ſuch 
abundance as ir was wonte , for which whenthe ſu. 


ſticious pgople began to murmure, as though the 
a RR Fad beencthe negleRt of their wonred 


ſacrifice,the Governour wrot unto the Emperour,that 
he would look timouſly ro the marrer and conlider 
what might be the event, as if he would have deſired: 
him to revock his former EdiR,and to give way tothe 
ſuperſtitious people to ſacrifice to Nilus , leſt they 
ſhould rebel. But the worthyEmperour anſwered him 
that he would not permita thingto be donerothe of. 


fence of God, for the pleaſure ot men,8: he had rather 
that men ſhould be offended, beforethe Lord ſhould 
be diſpleaſed. It had beene good tor 1946 if he* had 
ſo deeply conſidered the matter of Yriah, he had not 
offended God to pleaſe his king , it was better confi. 
dered by Petey and ohn , who willed the lews * to 
judge whither it were better to obey God than men. For 
{ſeeing nonecan ſerye two Maſters, it is the beſt and 
wiſcſ{t courſe to ſerve the beſt and worthieſt Maiſter, 
(x) Qyomede according tothe ſaying of Gregorie , (x) How can 
6-467 Gs it berequired of you that ye all ſhould give a like ſer- 
Iniberifemw- Viceto Maſters that areof an unlike name, That is to 
— xv to ſay , Mortall men, and the eternall God. 
mamatus It were good' that this were deeply laid to heart 
Greg.bexl. by many Malignants , that trouble the peace of the 


14.1 EY7* Saintsof God, that they mightlook more to the plca- 
ie tg ſure 


_ fare6f their heavenly; then their'earthly king, for (1 

<= ſhould they doe more acceprable ſervice ro God and 

"more profitable ſerviceto their king. 

Secondly, Ir includeth that he that doeth the will 

of God, and makerh irthe rule of his ations, ſhould 

not be deſirous ro conforme Gods will ro his will,bue 
tather ro ſtudie ro conforme his will to Gods wil. For 
if this ſhould berhe carriage of ſervants towards their 
earthly Maſters,mauch more ought irforo be towards 
God,their heavenly Maſter:whom Avexffixe bringeth 
in thus ſpcaking, (y) He ſbal be my ſervant who ready (1) ite wens 
no to heare what he willeth, but towill what he heareth. —_— +5 

- _ 2 CY raya _ _ only in andire yued 
the abſtaining from things that onghet to be avoyded, Yo#cr17pare- 
but likewiſe indoing things , -# 26.00% ro be Ar Pans. mo 
med, the one, becauſe they are forbiden, the other be- rr. 4ugu#.mm 

cauſe they are commanded of the Lord , for thereby 7/4 «4: 

a Chriſtian giverh reſtimony of his ſfincer obedience 

in the ſight of God,'according to rhe ſaying of Angs- 

ftine(7) He that i traly obedient doth not conſider what (2) Yer#robe- 

ſort of thing is commanded, but with this he is only — 

content that it is commanded, precypttur,ſed 


Secondly, That a Chriſtian may ſct God before 4 contentss 
him, it is not only required that he look to the will + rpg 
of God, as the rule , but likewiſe that he looke to the 4»g. 144d. 
glory of God as the end of his aRions , for in this is 
the fidelitic and fincetity of the ſervants of God mani- 
feſted who ſhall obtaine. their Maſters approbation 
in the day of their reckoning for then a Chriſtian may 
be ſaid, to look to the glory of God,as the end of his 
ations, when he ſo zealouſly tendereth the honour of 
<God, that he will nor doe any thing to diſhonour him 
though thereby he ſhould make never ſo much profir 

. and commoditie , neither will 'hes omit any thing 


G 3 whereby 


whereby God ſnonld bee hohouredghotgh by "doing 
of it,he {hauld incurre both skaithand ignominy. We 
reade of the ſervants in the parable of the talents, thar 
they ſo reſpected their Maſters. honour; that they 
rendered into his hands both the talents they had re- 
ceived, and thoſe they had gained , committing the 
diſtribution of their rewards:to their Maſters diſcreti- 
on, Happie is that Chriſtian, that can ſay with Chriſt 
*Ioha 17:4 * thatin finiſhing the work which God! hath given 
: him to doe, he hathglorificd God'apon earth, for he 
12 Sam.2.;0 may be well allured, that as they that diſhonour God, 
| ſhal come to ſhame, ſothey that honour bim ſhall be ho- 
Yohni2- 75. uredof him," If any manſerve mehim ſhall my father 
| honour, ſaith our Saviour inthe Golpel; upon which 

(a) Sicminj- Words Auguſtine (aith, (4) So ſhall 1he'Fatherof Chriſt 
firenem Hhononr the ſervant of Chriſt, with that great bonour, 
Creffo hone: that he may be with hisSone, neither(ball his happi.. 

—_—_— neſſeat any tyme faile orfall away. _ | 

«ll maguo wt 2, Hethat ſettethGod before him,muſt be led by the 
ft cum file _ light ofhis word, & ſpirit, for the word of God,* Is 4 
deficret felici- light to _ to our paths.* It giveth light 
14s eres. Aug. to the that ſut in darknes, &rinthe ſhadew of death.” The 
trans 11" prophet David intreateth the Lord,* To teach him his 
* Pſal. 119. ' Wayes,f to lead himin a right path,becauſe of his ene- 
IG mies, The Scriptureteclleth us,” That the holy Spirit ts 
* Tohn 2, 20. {Ve unition.that teacheth us all things * And leadeth us 
*lokn 6, 13+ 73. al[truth , whiclr 1s not robe underſtood of cxtra- 
ordinar, but ordinar revelations when he mak*th us to 

undcrſtad rherrue meaning of the writtE word of God, 

that we may flee theevil, which is tobe avoyded), & 

tollow the good which is injoynedand commanded. 
; Fourthly, He thar ſerterh God before him , muft 
remember God 1a the fore-named propertics, in his 
ubiquity, juſtic @, and power: he muſt conſider thar 
God 


Godisall w xcre-f re! ent,totake hoticeboth of the in-  -* 
ward and outward converfarion of men whither it be 


good or evil. 'Therefore Auguſtine ſaith, (b That God®) ron —54 
is all an eye, which ſeeth all-things,all hand, who work- quis omnis 
eth all things, andall foot, who, walketh every where. 4 m«- 


He muſt likewiſe remember,thatthe righteous Lord aa 62. 


wil neither ſuffer the evil doing vf mento be unpuniſh- »-« epcrarur 
ed,nor thciy good doings unrewarded,.of, the one, the '777?*747 
Church ſaith in the booke of che Lamentations, * The ons 
Lord i righteous,for I have rebelled: And of the other (#4. 120. 


the dpeſite ſaith, * God is not unjuſt,to forget your work nent 1. 


& labour of love, Laſtly,he muſtremembey the-power * Heb.s 10, 

of the Almighty God, * Whereby he doth whatſoever 135. 6. 

he wileth in heaven, andearth: And can do all that he 

canwill , without impediment: according to the fay- 

ing of Tertulian, (c) To be able withGod , is to will, (c) Deipegre 

and not tobe able, is not towill. {{Velleeft, & 
Whereby likewiſc he can puniſh ſinners for their ini? gry - ors 

qQuity notwithſtandſtingof their greatnes am6gſt men, «polege. 

& the multitude wherwith they combine inthe courſe 

of fin , by which powerlikewiſe , * Heprotedteth bis «yp, g1u4 : 

Saints intheir greateſt danger and difficulty,andcom- 

forteth & ſtrengthneth them,* in their greateſt trouble * Calo 1. 11. 

and calamity,* & ſatisfieth their defire exceeding abun- * Eph. 3-20 

dantly.Now there are three reaſons wherfore aChris _, 

{tian ſhould carcfully. labour thus to ſct God before ON dure 16 

him : Firſt, becauſe amongit many other differences wherefore a : 

this is one moſt remarkeable berwixt the Elect and Fray - 

gy r ould always: 

the Reprobate , betwixt men in the ſtate of nature, f God before 

andinthe ſtate of grace. Spirituall men like Daved, bim-  _ 

* [et God alwayes before them, but wicked and world- * cls. s. 

ly men, like the enemies of David, doenot atall ſet | 

God before them: bur livein the world *wirhour hape, *Epheb'2: f 

and without God, and by their carriage, declare to: 
s YO the. 


_ II 16. dent nore of their effeuall calling,” Where 


Fn. theworld,* Tharthey veveidof'the feare of God, but 
4 when Chriſtians ſer God before them , this is an evi- 


| by they are 
* Colof.t-13- ned fromthe power of Satan wnto God,* And Ir anſla- 
ted fram: the power of darkneſſe unto the Kingdome 
* a Pet. 2-9- of rhe Sonof God. * Andare called out of darkneſſe un. 
10 ther marveilous light of Chrift. 

>. If weconlider rhe happines of ſuch as ſct Gad 
before them, and the miſery ofthoſethar ſetnot God 
betorethem , the happineſfe of the one appeareth in 
this, that as they ſer God before them ,'fo he ferteth 
them before him: For in alt reciprocall offices betwixr 
God and man, that is inthoſe things which are mutu- 
ally doneby God to man , and by man to Gad, the 
Lordis alwayes the preveener , and beginner, ſothat 
a man by the performance of his part, may certaialy 
know chat God performeth his. There is mutuall love 
betwixt God and his Saints, bur God firſt beginneth, 
, | as the Apoſtle lohnhaith , «and they that Jove God, 
* Prov-8- 17+ "wnay know that they are beloved of Goa God hath cho- 
* 64.2725 ſenthar man for his portion,* who chooſerh God for his 
ult. _ portion.* AndGod ſcekethus brfare wecan ſeek him,and 
whoſoever ſet God before them, by doing his will, 

and ſeeking his honour, by following hislight,and re- 
membring his propertics,theLord ſcrterh them betore 

bim by a higheſtimarion of them, by tender & carneſt 

love towards them,and by a fatherly& provident care 

* Ffai. 49. 16 about them, * 1 have graven thee npon the palmes of 
(4) Neep#! * my hands,and thy wals are continually before me. But 


ES the milcrie of the other is anſwerably grear,for it may 


barrefpicers bo ſaid of them, as the Latine Comiche faith of harlots, 
—wrds.c—o (d) T hat they fear notGod,and God recardeth them not. 
— For as they have no purpoſe to advance Gods glo- 
Sane. Trig, ſo. God hathno purpole of rheir fafety,and as they 


will 
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will not hear. God, when he 
fpcrity.. ' hewil not hear them when they call on him 


in their a verſitie,& as they contravine Gods reveil- 

k-d wil,:vh@ they lived uponearrh,fo he crofferh their 

wil,when they are tormented inhel], whichrhey teſt1- 

fi: by enaſhing of theirteeth , which makegh Bernard ty 

to ſay,(e) That in vaine they ſhal wil,which never ſhal —_ a 

be, and in vaine they ſhall nll, which ever ſball be, nunquam erit, 
And in a word as they were careleſſe ro walke as II | 

in his preſence,* $0 they ſhall be for ever baniſhed from per erir. Ber. © 


d zlorieof his power. eres, 10. in 
the preſence of God, andglorieof his p H_ 


Thirdly, This is required in re{peR of our ſpiritual! | 
walking, For* Chriſ1ans muſt not walke like the-Gen- *zTheſr.97 * 
tils, which knew not God ,'but ratherlike * Zacharze, . hors 3 
and Elizabeth inallthe commandments of God,*7 hzs * Coleſ. 1. 10 j 
is called a walking worthy of theLord,* a walking inthe 
ſpirit, * and after the ſpirit , a walking withGd 45 did * Gala 5,25 * 
Enoch, and before God, as'* Abraham was injoyned, * + 
Now there is no poſſibility thatany can'ſo walke, un. * Gm. oi ”", 
leſſe. hee ſet God before him , for this indeed ſhall 
make him know the way wherein , the manner hoy, 
and theend towards which he oughtto walke, that in 
all theſe reſpeRs he may make conſcience of his walk- 
ing in the Gohr of God, by walking in his command. 
ments with a perfett heart, * from trengthto frength, * Pal-34-7: 
towards Sion, where he ſhall ſee the Lordof Faff,* aud * Coloſ: -16 
by walking worthily of the Lord, pleaſing hi Yhatt© , 
things,he may be frunfull in good workes, and ingieaſt 
3n the knowledge of God. | E 

To which heavenly, and holy diſpoſition, God of 
his infinite mercy bring all our ſoules, for the ſakeof 
Jelus. To whom with the F ather ,and the holy Ghoſt,be * 
«ll praiſe honour ,andelory, world withoutend, Amen. 
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